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 Flick of the Month  

"I started my 'Square' series in 2004. Influenced by the 
ceramic sculpture of Tony Hepburn and the wooden 
'blood bowls' of Jim Partridge, these pieces, turned 
from roughly rectangular blocks of wood, are both 
turned and unturned. They have led me to explore 
new types of patterns and to dive more deeply into 
the power of the imperfect and irregular." - Al Stirt 

Meeting called to order:  Thursday, March 8, 2018, 
6:14pm.  
Tonight’s visitors - Jerry has been turning for about 10 
years and just retired in November, Larry is visiting for 
the first time, another brand new turner and a fellow 
from Cheyenne has been turning about a year. About 62 
folks present tonight. 
Vice President Report:  Jim Felton - Club Dues (Click 
Here) for 2018 are now due. The club has 79 paid up 
members. Last year we had 105 paid members we are 
getting there. You can pay your dues at a club meeting 

See      page 4 

 

Jim would like to Wish everyone a Happy 

St. Patrick’s Day and remind you to get 

your 2018 RMWT Dues in today! 

Discover Woodturning Online 

An online learning experience that introduces the art 
and craft of woodturning to visitors. Discover 
Woodturning enables the general public to learn about 
woodturning, its origins, appeal, and how to get 
started. Check out Discover Woodturning 

 

AAW EXPLORE! STAFF PICK  

Walt Wager says if he had to do 
it all over today, he'd purchase 
individual tools instead of a set 
to get more flexibility and choice 
for the money. In his article, 

"Turning Tools and Sharpening Gear," from the 
December 2016 issue of American Woodturner, Walt 
describes the various tools and sharpening gear he 
recommends for newer turners (three pages). 

Turning Tools and Sharpening Gear by Walt Wager 
 

Carved and Square 
Platters featuring 

Al Stirt 
(TRT 1:30:19) 

AAW Member Toolbox 
Are you using of all the 
resources available through the 
AAW? Click here to view a 
summary of member benefits 
in the AAW Toolbox. 

http://www.rmwt.org/index.html
mailto:rockymountainwoodturners@gmail.com
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/default.asp?
http://www.rmwt.org/membership-paypal.htm
http://www.rmwt.org/membership-paypal.htm
http://www.rmwt.org/membership-paypal.htm
http://www.woodturner.org/default.asp?page=DiscoverWTHome
http://aawcontentsource.org/aaw_cs1_pdf/AW3106p21-23.pdf
http://www.woodturner.org/default.asp?page=MemberBenefits
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mg0wuh_SapE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mg0wuh_SapE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mg0wuh_SapE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mg0wuh_SapE
http://www.woodturner.org/default.asp?page=MemberBenefits
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Rick Orr 

 Rick is known for creating Rain 
Sticks and fine Bamboo Fly Rod 
cases. He demonstrated both of 
these projects at the 2011 Rocky 
Mountain Woodturning 
Symposium. He has 
demonstrated for the Front 

Range Woodturners in Denver, Pueblo Woodturners in 
Pueblo, Colorado and the Yellowstone Woodturners in 
Billings, Montana. Rick is a former President of the 
Front Range Woodturners (FRW). He is a member of 
the American Association of Woodturners (AAW) and 
the Rocky Mountain WoodTurners Club (RMWT). This 
will be Rick’s third time demonstrating for the RMWT 
Club. Rick retired from Montana State University as a 
Chemical Engineer after having worked most of his 
adult career for General Electric. Rick now lives in the 
Denver, Colorado area. 

 Rick took a 
look at the “Instant 
Gallery” and had 
some interesting 
comments about 
what he saw over 
there. A big illusion 
platter discretely signed by Doug Schneiter on the 
back, you have to look very closely or you will miss it. 
It is important that you sign all your work. The best 
way I have found to sign Corian (solid Surface 
material) is to have my signature laser etched in the 
bottom and then fill the etching with black paint. This 
“boomerang” shape mounted on blue cones is 
interesting. Drew calls it “Star Gate” since it reminds 
him of the television program. Is this raised platform 
piece Wenge? How do you like turning Wenge? I don’t 
think I will be turning a new project out of it anytime 
soon. It was very splintery and the dust was nasty. 
Well this project turned out nice with the platers very 
flat and a nice finish. Here is a little wand made from a 
piece of a 2x4 and stained very dark. The details on 
the handle were carved in with a Dremel tool, looks 
good. My hats off to folks for bringing in work to 
display. It takes a little courage but you will learn how 
to get better from the comments people make. I 
suggest you keep the first one you make and compare 

Cortical (hard) Bone section as thick as possible. Cut 
the ends parallel, place the antler piece on a piece of 
wax paper and coat the Trabecular (porous) bone with 
thick CA glue. Let the glue set up for a couple of days 
then coat the other end and let the glue dry for at 
least a week. 
 In the meantime find a cabinet shop that 
makes Corian countertops and ask them for some 
scraps. There are many different colors available. Light 
colors are easy to get but the dark colors are harder to 
find. Make them something from the Corian scraps to 

it to the fiftieth. If you don’t see any improvement 
then, well, maybe you should try a different hobby, 
Rick joked. 
 The demonstration tonight will show how I 
thread an Elk antler box and the Corian lid. The best 
way to get Elk Antler is to go to Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming on the third weekend in May for the Boy 
Scout Elk Antler Auction. I prefer to buy pieces from 
vendors in the parking area rather than the whole 
antler so I don’t really attend the actual auction. 
Antlers are sold by the pound which has been running 

between 18 to 20 dollars. There is only a small section 
suitable for making boxes between the Trey Tine and 
the Bey Tine or the coronet or button can be used, 
too. Look for pieces as round as possible and with the 

http://www.fishtailflyrodtubes.com/
http://www.fishtailflyrodtubes.com/
http://www.wood-database.com/wenge/
https://www.elkfest.org/auction.htm
https://www.elkfest.org/auction.htm
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  establish a relationship and they just might start saving 
you some pieces for next time. 
 The best center finder for an irregular shape 
like the Elk antler is a clear plastic disk with a center 
hole with sizes varying in diameter a 1/16” from one 
size to the next. Looking through the disk line it up 
with the best fit on the end of the antler and mark the 
center with an awl. Chuck the antler between a ½” 
Stebcenter in the spindle and a live center in the 
tailstock. True up the ends and cut a tenon to fit a 
mini-jaw chuck. Some of the outside Antlerogenic 
Periosteum or bark can be turned off at high speed 
with a roughing gouge and a negative rake scraper. 
Leave some of the contrasting brown bark color 
otherwise it just looks like any ol’ bone. If the piece is 
very close to round you can leave all the bark attached 
for a real nice antler look. Reverse mount the antler 
and hollow out the inside to between  1/8” and ¼” 
wall thickness by drilling with Forstner bits increasing 
the diameter a little each time. Don’t try to drill to the 
finished wall thickness in one step, the bit will get hot 
and dull very quickly. Remember to leave enough 
material in the bottom to assure a strong tenon. 
Chamfer the inside edge slightly and sand the piece 
inside and out to 12,000 grit Micro-Mesh. Prepare the 
Corian lid by cutting it about a 1/8” larger in diameter 
than the interior of the antler box. A ¼” hole drilled in 

the cutter. It is very easy to inadvertently cut tapered 
threads. The other issue is the jig needs to be moved 
out of the way to provide access to test the fit of 
mating threads. It is hard to realign the tool post jig to 
the threads already cut. The Baxter jig has a stop 
bolted to the bed ways making repeatability and 
realignment quick and easy. 
 The 60° (included angle) thread cutter is 
mounted into the spindle with a 3/8” x 2MT collet. A 
draw bar is needed to assure the collet doesn’t loosen 
from the lateral pressure exerted when cutting the 

the center will help with alignment and provide a place 
to mount a knob. Glue the Corian lid blank to a waste 
disk of Corian that will fit the jaw chuck with 
Cyanoacrylate (CA). Now we are ready to start the 
threading process.  
 Rick prefers the Baxter Jig for its precision 
machining and repeatability. There is another 
threading jig available that mounts in the tool post of 
the banjo. It works but problems arise with imprecise 
alignment. The work piece must be perfectly square to 

threads. Remove the tailstock and slide the Baxter jig 
into position with the cutter centered and just barely 
touching the inside edge of the box, then set the bed 
stop. Power up the lathe to 3,000 rpm and advance 
the cross slide .070 of an inch and advance the box by 
turning the hand wheel slow and steady clockwise. Pay 
attention to the cut path and adjust the depth of cut 
as necessary, the first cut should be very light to 
establish a nice path. Go in about three threads deep. 
Leave the lathe running and reverse the direction of 
the hand wheel to back out the box. Advance the cross 
slide another .070 of an inch and repeat the thread 
cutting process until the threads come to a sharp peak. 
Clean up the threads with a little sanding to remove 
any burrs. Once satisfied with the box it can be 
removed from the chuck, remember to mark its 
orientation to the chuck in case it needs to be 
remounted later. 
 Mount the lid blank in the chuck attached to 
the waste block of Corian. Cutting the threads around 
the outside of the lid sets up a climb cutting situation 
that can potentially unthread the chuck from the jig. 
Take great care while advancing the hand wheel and 
be sure to tighten the chuck on the adaptor with a 
wrench. Back out the cross slide to allow room for the 
cutter and bring up the jig. Adjust the cross slide so the 

https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/p/107/5482/Robert-Sorby-Stebcenter-Crown-Drive-Center
https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/p/100/4399/Apprentice-Mini-4-Jaw-Chuck-7-Piece-Set?term=apprentice-4-jaw-chuck
https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/p/18/2459/Micro-Surface-Pen-Finishing-9-Piece-Set?term=micro+mesh+sanding
http://bestwoodtools.stores.yahoo.net/bathma.html
http://www.threadingjig.com/
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cutter is barely touching the outside edge of the 
Corian and lock down the bed stop. Power up the 
lathe to 3,000 rpm and slowly and carefully advance 
the cross slide .070 of an inch remember the cutter is 
climb cutting and can grab the work piece. Use your 
hand on the chuck to help provide resistance and 
carefully begin advancing the hand wheel. Establish a 
nice clean path. Cut as many threads as possible on 
the edge of the Corian, the extra threads will be cut off 
later when the thickness of the lid is parted off. Keep 
the lathe running and advance the cross slide another 
.070 of an inch then retract the Corian lid from the 
cutter by turning the hand wheel counterclockwise. 
Deeper threading cuts can be made in both directions 
on the Corian unlike the antler. It is better to cut the 

secure it. Dress off the inside surface of the lid with a 
sharp spindle gouge and sand it to 400 grit sandpaper, 
add a couple of detail lines and finish sanding to 
12,000 Micro-Mesh. A bottom can be made from piece 
of Corian or contrasting wood a little bigger in 
diameter than the outside of the box and a small 
tenon that fits the inside diameter of the box, glue 
together with CA glue. Turn a small Corian knob and 
button for the inside, with a ¼” tenon and glue with 

with cash or check or 
the RMWT website. 
The application can 
be printed and mailed 
with a check to Jim or 
use the link and pay 
with a credit card 
through Paypal. If you have paid your 2018 dues your 
name badge is in the box. Your membership card is in 
the back of your name tag and is good for member 
discounts at local woodworking stores.  
Treasurer Report: Todd Sheaman - We have $1,887.91 
in Checking and $6,346.92 in our Savings accounts. The 
club is looking good financially, thanks for paying your 

to get a nice fit. They should mate nicely with a little 
squeaky noise as you turn the box onto the Corian 
threads. We will take care of the noise with a little 
lubrication. 
 With the threading done the lid can be parted 
from the waste block and the box can be parted from 
the tenon. Mount the chuck on the lathe’s spindle and 
with a thin parting tool cut down close to the ¼” 
center hole of the lid, leaving three or four threads on 
the edge. Don’t cut all the way through It is safer to 
finish the cut with a hand saw because if the Corian 
hits the floor it will chip the threads and ruin the 
piece. Remove the waste block from the chuck, mount 
the antler box and part it off just above the interior’s 
floor making a hollow cylinder. It is more attractive to 
see a Corian or a wood bottom inside than the 
Trabecular bone. The inside of the lid needs to be 
cleaned, sanded and detail rings added. Mount a jamb 
chuck to hold the lid on the spindle. A jamb chuck can 
be made from a hardwood scrap or Delrin plastic. 
Thread the inside of the jamb chuck close to the 
outside diameter of the lid. Cross cut it so it has some 
give then thread the lid in and apply a hose clamp to 

antler threads deeper 
on the advancing cut 
only. When the 
threads start getting 
nice crisp peaks slide 
the jig back away from 
the cutter and test the 
fit of the antler box 
threads on the Corian. 
A few more cuts will 
probably be necessary 

CA. Lubricate the 
threads with a 5:1 
mix by weight of 
Mineral Oil to bee’s 
wax. Heat the oil 
and add the wax, it 
will emulsify when it 
reaches a warm 
enough temperature 
and then remove 
from the heat and cool. Work the oil into the threads 
and wipe off the excess with a paper towel. 
 The Baxter Threading Jig has many options 
available for different lathes, thread pitches and can 
cut left hand threads by replacing the Threading Head. 
The most popular thread pitch is 16 threads per inch 
(tpi). A couple of adaptors maybe needed to fit the 
mini-chuck to the threading spindle and or your lathe 
spindle, keeping adaptors to a minimum will help 
eliminate unnecessary gear lash in the system. Always 
protect yourself from the antler and Corian dust by 
wearing a good dust mask and don’t forget to wear 
eye protection. 

http://www.dupont.com/products-and-services/plastics-polymers-resins/thermoplastics/brands/delrin-acetal-resin.html
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dues. Reminder, we have EOG funds, get your 
Educational Opportunity Grant applications in today! 
The EOG board is in the process of reviewing the by-
laws as there are a few discrepancies that the Board 
would like to clarify. 
Secretary:  Michael Mroz - I spoke with Monty, our 
photographer, about putting member’s names on 
gallery pieces in the newsletter pictures. He said it was 
tried before but fizzled out as it proved to be a difficult 
process.  
Old Business: 
1.) The Club has a new Powermatic 3520C Lathe for 
demonstrations, thanks Wayne! Now we have a new 
safety screen with many thanks to Clarence. It will be 

have to pack up their equipment and we need to 
sweep up around the lathe. We need everyone out of 
the store by 9:50 so the store’s employees can lock up. 
So, tonight if your last name starts with G-L please 
help with sweeping and stacking the chairs. Thanks! 
3.) “Toys for Tots” - Bob Franklin has contacted the 
Larimer County Sheriff’s office about donating our 
toys. They do participate in the “Toys-for-Tots” 
program however the contact person was out on 
vacation. Bob will invite him to a meeting so he can 
talk about what kind of toys they would like to have, 

Colorado prefers getting 10 to 15 bowls at a time 
rather than the 50 we usually send them. Storage 
becomes a problem for Gordon and the hospital. The 
hospital will contact Gordon when they are ready to 
receive more bowls. An email notice will be sent out to 
all club members when it is time to bring bowls to a 
club meeting. 
5.) Library - Bill needs help as he recuperates since he 
is not back to full strength. Seven videos that were not 
properly signed out are still missing. We have had a 
couple returned but these are very important to our 
library. Please look around home and bring them in if 
you find one. Loans are for 30 days, plenty of time for 
your viewing pleasure. Let’s get our library back to full 
strength. 
6.) Symposium - Sept. 14 - 16, 2018 Allen says Camille 
has nine confirmed demonstrators. The Symposium’s 
website site is up and functioning with all the latest 
information. Take a look. We are having good 
responses from vendors. It is going to be a great show 
this year, don’t miss it! It takes a lot of people to make 
the show a success, if you would like to help, please 
get a hold of Allen. 
7.) We are in the process of planning the summer 
picnic. We have a volunteer that is willing to host at 
his property in the vicinity of Carpenter Road and 
Highway 287. Look for this event to happen in late 
June.  
8.) Newsletter - Michael would like to thank everyone 
for their input on the newsletter. 
Your comments help make the 
publication better. Thanks 
Monty for the great pictures. I 
would also like to thank Jim for 
the Pen Turner Meeting notes. 
You can help improve the 
newsletter by submitting photos, 
articles, meeting notes or 
anything you think would interest other club 
members. Thanks!  
New Business 
1.)  Pen Club - Will be meeting Thursday, March 22, 
6:15 pm at the Loveland Woodcraft Store. Clarence 
Sitzman won our pen finishing contest. This month’s 
meeting will feature Clarence demonstrating how he 
gets that fine finish applied to his pens. We will also be 
having a pen blank exchange. You are encouraged to 
bring a pen blank in a paper bag for labeling with a 
minimum size of ¾” x ¾” x 5”. Wood blanks cannot be 

stored in the back with the 
other club equipment.   
2.) Clean-up is still having 
trouble getting properly 
accomplished. Robert 
volunteered to supervise. 
Doug will teach him how 
everything gets put away. We 
will still use the alphabet for 
help with stacking chairs and 
sweeping. Demonstrators 
have to be finished by 8:35. 
Please don’t stand around 
and talk with them. They 

ages of the children and answer 
any questions we may have. We 
can make tops, wands, Kururin, 
yoyos but remember to keep the 
finishes kid safe. Bob will bring 
this blue tote to the club meetings 
for storing the toys, so bring them 
if you got them. 
4.) Gordon DeKrey is continuing to direct the Beads of 
Courage Bowl programBOC). Children’s Hospital 

http://www.rmwt.org/news/RMWT%20EOG%202017.pdf
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/
https://www.childrenscolorado.org/
http://www.rmwoodturningsymposium.com/index.html
http://www.rmwoodturningsymposium.com/index.html
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Thursday, February 22, 2018 

 
The Pen Turners Club meets 2 weeks after the regular 
Rocky Mountain WoodTurner’s Club meeting. The next 
meeting will be Thursday, March 22, 6:15 pm at the 
Woodcraft of Loveland Store. Come join us! 
 Clarence Sitzman, the winner of the pen 
finishing contest, will be demonstrating how he 
achieves that marvelous finish on his pens at our 
March meeting. The April meeting will have Peter 
demonstrating his techniques for working with antlers. 
Ideas for upcoming demonstrations were kicked 
around. Demonstrations can be about any small scale 
turnings anyone is interested in like bottle stoppers, 
Christmas ornaments, spindles, miniature birdhouses 
or toys. Other ideas include embellishing with wood 
burning, finishing, jewelry from hockey pucks and 
photography. Keep your ideas coming and if you 
would like to demonstrate talk with Harry. 
 Rocky Mountain Honor Flight is an 
organization founded to provide WWII, Korean War 
and Vietnam War veterans in the Rocky Mountain 
Region the opportunity to visit the war monuments in 
Washington D.C. area to honor them for their service. 
Would members like to honor these heroes for their 
service by making them pens to commemorate their 
trip? All the pen kits would be the same but the pens 
would differ in materials and finishes as chosen by the 

Maple, Cherry, Oak or Walnut and acrylic blanks must 
be homemade. The blank will be turned and brought 
back to the April meeting as a finished pen. 
2.) Tonight’s raffle we have some very nice Walnut, 
Apple and Poplar. Jerry would like to thank Ray and 
Mike for their help cutting wood. They are doing a 
wonderful job. The club thanks them, too. 
3.) Elections - (held January 4, 2018) 
President - Ron Thompson is nominated, seconded, 
unanimously elected and accepts to continue as Club 
President for 2018.  

stating that Pam was to remain as VP.) 
Treasurer - Todd Sheaman (not present) agreed to 
remain as Treasurer prior to the meeting, no other 
nominations were made, therefore Todd will continue 
as Treasurer for 2018.  
Secretary - Michael Mroz is nominated, seconded, 
unanimously elected and accepts to be club Secretary 
for 2018.  
Program Director - Camille Wall would like to continue 
as Program Director. 
Librarian - Bill Filson would like to continue as 
Librarian 
Pen Turners Club President - Harry Farmer would like 
to continue as Pen Turning Club President. 

Vice President - Jim 
Felton is nominated, 
seconded, 
unanimously 
elected and accepts 
to continue as Club 
Vice President for 
2018. (Please note 
my mistake in 
previous issues 

Camille would like to invite everyone to 

attend a Hands-On Class presented by 

Jason Clark, May 2 in Denver. 
Turner. Howard has applied for an upcoming trip and 
can put us in touch with the right person to get the 
pens to the veterans. There is an Honor Flight 
Northern Colorado and Honor Flight Southern 
Colorado. Last year the flight left on May 7 with 123 
veterans attending. Four veterans are in attendance at 
the meeting tonight. Harry pointed out that men are 
easily identified as veterans since they always wear a 
ball cap or jacket but women veterans don’t advertise 
their contribution as openly. We should come up with 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Woodcraft+of+Loveland/@40.4311396,-104.9837758,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x701efdf8680f3fd2!8m2!3d40.4311396!4d-104.9837758
http://www.rockymountainhonorflight.org/rmh/index.php?N_webcat_id=1283
https://www.facebook.com/NorthernColoradoHonorFlight/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/NorthernColoradoHonorFlight/?ref=page_internal
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a pin or broach they could wear to commemorate 
their contribution to keeping all Americans free.  
 We continue to have trouble getting people to 
wear name tags at the meetings. It is a good way to 
get to know the fellow sitting next to you. Please 
remember to pick up your name tag from the table. 
Thanks for your cooperation. 
 Rodger brought in some Curly and Birdseye 
Maple for members to take and turn for pen bodies.  
 Bob Franklin offered to stabilize wood for 

members in his shop. Bring in you pieces and he will 
return them to you at the following meeting. 
 There is a growing concern that people are 
noticing allergic reactions to CA glue fumes, coughing, 
sneezing chest and sinus congestion and skin irritation. 
Be careful when finishing your pens. Use plenty of 
ventilation and an organic compound respirators is 
highly recommended. The fumes will aggravate your 
mucous membranes and can take a day or two to get 
flushed from your system. Why make yourself sick for 
two or three days? Low humidity environments make 
us especially prone to an attack and remember the 
humidity is even lower in the workshop due to all the 
wood dust. Be safe. 
 Black Palm is getting a bad rap by pen Turners. 
Some say it is like cutting a bundle of grass. The hard 
black “straws” splinter off easily and a lot of dust is 
produced by the softer, drier yellow grain. Use very 
sharp tools and make light cuts. Stabilizing is also 
recommended with some folks achieving good results. 
I actually like turning Black Palm. 
 We have all made our first pen so how did it 
go? What are you doing now and are your pens getting 
better? The consensus is that the first pen was kept or 
given to a spouse. It is still used today mistakes and all. 
Now it seems we are all getting more adventurous 
turning exotic woods, acrylic and wood hybrids, inlay 
kits and higher end pen kits. 
  The worst pen kits Turners are being caught 
with are the Rollerball pens where the cap can’t be 
stuck on the non-writing end while in use. The 
Kaleidoscope pen kits are notorious for the jewel 
containing reservoir breaking. It can be fixed with CA 
glue. We are also having trouble with Penn State 

Industries (PSI) new Broadwell kit because the jewels 
are always falling off and the clip on the Art Deco pen 
is too stiff making it essentially unusable. PSI click 
pens are not very robust which makes you think twice 
about using them for gifts or sale items. The Stratus 
pen has trouble with the clicker button breaking off 
when it is dropped. Reinforce the button by gluing in a 
#17 nail before screwing on the cap. 
  The “Tricks of the Trade” discussion is a big 
hit. Let’s keep the ideas coming. There are many ways 
to mount sanding disks on the lathe for truing up pen 
blanks. A disk of wood can be mounted in a chuck or 
you could make a faceplate with a 1” x 8 tpi nut from 
the hardware store. The nut can be trapped between 
two disks of wood or epoxied to the wood. Then the 
sandpaper could be attached with double stick tape or 
Velcro to the wood disk. If you are going to ship a 
fountain pen, be sure to package the ink cartridge in a 
separate sealed bag from the pen. Cartridges have 
exploded due to pressure at higher altitudes when 
traveling in aircraft. Maguire’s automotive polish 
available at auto parts stores or Walmart works great 
for polishing acrylic pen bodies. The big fluffy 9” paint 
rollers with plastic core make very nice buffing 
cylinder that can be easily mounted on the lathe. A 
Jeweler’s file is nice for de-burring the inside of the 
brass tube and insuring the inside is the right 
diameter. Gorilla glue applied with a wet Q-Tip is an 
excellent adhesive for when installing the brass barrels 
in the pen blanks. It swells up a little and it will center 
the barrel in the blank. Don’t try to glue the tubes in 
right after drilling the pen blank. The heat from drilling 
will affect the glue causing a poor bond. Let the wood 
cool before gluing especially in hardwoods. The inside 
of a Starbuck’s coffee sleeve is excellent for burnishing 
wood after sanding. The last tip for this month is that 
a nice pen holder can be made by drilling a hole in a 
block of wood with the new Harbor Freight non-step 
taper drill bit.  
 I would like to thank James Bornheimer many 
times over for taking notes at the February Pen 
Turners Meeting. He provided us with a lot of great 
information. Remember to bring pen blanks to the 
March meeting and learn how Clarence gets that 
awesome award winning finish. Thanks Jim! 

http://www.wood-database.com/black-palm/
https://www.pennstateind.com/store/PKMAJCR22.html
https://www.woodcraft.com/products/kaleidoscope-pen-kit-chrome
https://www.pennstateind.com/store/PKDBFP.html
https://www.pennstateind.com/store/PKART3F.html
https://www.pennstateind.com/store/PKKPCLCH.html
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Finisning Stands 

 By Dave Landers 
  
l size pattern. Be sure to select “Actual Size” under 
“Size options” when rinting the PDF. 
 Yoyos are fun toys for kids of all ages and are 
very easy to make. Start with a blank about 1 ½” thick 
and 2 ¾” square. Cut the blank in half at the band saw 
and drill a ¼” diameter by 5/16” deep hole in the 
center on a drill press. Mount one of these two blanks 
on a mandrel like the one shown in the diagram with 
double stick tape or dots of hot melt glue. True both of 
the blanks up to  
11/16” by 2 5/8” then check their weight and balance. 
Both haves should weigh very close to the same 
oherwise they will drift to the side when thrown down 
the string. Check the rotational balance by rolling them 
on a flat surface several times. They should not stop in 
the same spot around the diameter but different 
places each time. If the weight or the rolling test prove 
adequate remount the blanks on the mandrel and turn 
them to the finish size of 5/8” by 2 ½”. It would be a 
good idea to recheck their weight. Small amounts of 
material can be removed without noticeably affecting 
the shape to get them to weigh exactly the same. If 
they fail the weigh and balance test, start over with a 
new blank. Sand the blanks to 220 grit sandpaper and 
apply a finish. Glue a ¼” smooth wood or metal dowel 
into one half and then the other maintaining about a 
3/32” gap and parallel inside surfaces. A shim can be 
made or a piece of insulated 12 gauge copper wire can 
be used to help keep the halves aligned while the glue 
sets. The shape of the yoyo can vary a little as 
indicated in the drawing or they could be put together 
inside out for a butterfly yoyo.  
 A yoyo string can be made from sewing thread 
and twisted with a drill motor. Chuck a hook in the drill 
motor and wrap thread four times (8 strands) around 
the hook and a headless nail set into a board 107” 
away. Tie the ends of the first and last strands 
together. Mark off a stop line 24” from the board 
toward the drill and fix a nail 38” closer to the drill 
from the stop line. Spin the threads together in a 
clockwise direction until the board reaches the stop 
line. Remove the string from the hook and keeping it 
taught fold the string around the fixed nail back to the 
nail in the wood board. Allow the two strands to twist 
nicely together in a counter-clockwise direction to 
make one yoyo string then tie the ends together and 
make a finger loop. Install the string on the yoyo by 
untwisting the folded end, slipping the yoyo into the 
loop and allowing the string to re-twist around the 

  

be having a pen blank swap.  
Meeting Adjourned, 7:40 pm 

bandsaw blades, then 

rest your work on the 

tips of the teeth. 

1.) Pen Club, Harry 
Farmer - We will be 
discussing the 
essential tools for pen 
turning and the best 
pen kits to use. Bring 
to the meeting what 
you like to use. We will 

Board of Directors meet the Fourth Monday of the Month, 

6:00 pm at - Potbelly Sandwich Shop, 3541 E. Harmony 
Rd., Fort Collins, CO 80528  

Welcome all attendees; President - Ron Thompson, 
Vice President - Jim Felton, Secretary - Michael Mroz, 
Treasurer - Todd Sheaman; Pam Felton,  Hoyle Curtis, 

advantages of keeping a non-profit status with the IRS 
are:  A.) We can apply for grants and donations from 
art foundations or institutions for projects if we don’t 
have enough funds to do on our own.  B.) Monetary 
donations to the club can be deducted from an 
individual’s income tax return. C.) File for Colorado 

write a “Standard Rules of Order” for officers of the 
club. 
3.) A repository for club records needs to be 
organized electronically in Google Docs or on website 
and in written form to provide access by officers now 
and into the future. 
4.) The club “By-Laws” are posted on the website but 
are not signed. The board accepts the “By-Laws” as 
posted with the understanding that there is a signed 
copy somewhere or they would not have been 
posted. The board in 2012 spent many hours 
reviewing and rewriting the “By-Laws” to make sure 
everything was done properly. 
Old Business: 
1.) Clean-up continues to be an issue. Ron will meet 
with Doug to formulate a solution. 
2.) The old 3520b Powermatic lathe is to be kept and 
stored in the trailer until after the symposium. A 
decision needs to be made about the big green lathe 
stored in the trailer. Todd has purchased a light and 
power cords for use with the new lathe and A/V 
equipment. 
Committee Reports: 

and Harry Farmer . 
Call to Order:  February 
26, 2018, 6:15 pm. 
Officer Reports: 
Vice President- Jim 
Felton was elected in 
January not Pam.  
Secretary - Business card 
and letterhead designs 
are ready for board review. Mike, Clarence and Hoyle 
assigned task of 501c3 status and decision on the 
value of reinstatement, termination or reapplication. 
Treasurer - All monies are accounted for using 
QuickBooks. Financially the club is doing fine. The club 
has EOG money available for improving your turning 
skills, please apply. 
New Business: 
1.) The club has lost its Non-Profit (501c3) status with 
the IRS for failure to file for the past three years. We 
can do nothing and let it lapse, we can file for 
reinstatement which will cost about $275.00 or we can 
reapply as a new entity at a cost of about $600.00. The 

State Sales Tax 
Exemption. 
2.) Officers are to 
submit job 
descriptions and 
duties to Pam. She 
will take the 
information and 

Here is a quick tip for 

supporting your pieces while 

the finish is drying. Cut and 

bend sections of discarded 

http://aawcontentsource.org/aaw_cs1_pdf/AW3204p18-22.pdf
http://www.instructables.com/id/How-To-Make-Yo-Yo-String/
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AhyaMgAsKvZtjFxhioq8XYbICh6f
https://www.potbelly.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/3541%20E.%20Harmony%20Rd.,%20Fort%20Collins,%20CO%2080528
https://www.google.com/maps/place/3541%20E.%20Harmony%20Rd.,%20Fort%20Collins,%20CO%2080528
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/DR0715.pdf
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/DR0715.pdf
http://www.rmwt.org/news/RMWT%20Revised%20Bylaws%20Nov%2015%202012%20Accepted.pdf
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Thursday, April 5, 2018 

RMWT Monthly Meeting 

 

Kailee and Trent Bosch 
 Kailee is an artist based in 
Fort Collins, Colorado. She is 
currently pursuing a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts with a concentration in 
Sculpture from Colorado State 
University. Her practice originated 
from her father’s shop and growing 

up around the world of woodturning. 
She is currently interested in using the 
lathe as a tool to turn paper as well as 
wood, both functionally and 
sculpturally. 
 Trent -Working with wood is 
part of my everyday life. It is my 
connection to the earth and the 
environment in which I live. While 
pursuing my Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in 
photography and sculpture, I became interested in the 
art of woodturning. 
 My philosophy has always been to work in 
harmony with our environment and not to destroy 
something in order to create something. In all my art, I 
use only recycled and easily sustainable woods. Being 
conscious of this has allowed me to work with the 
subtle beauty and dimension this discarded wood 
possesses. 
 My intent as an artist is to express my feelings 
about nature, my family and natural processes. I work 
in series or bodies of work, which allows me to explore 
these issues in depth. Throughout the creative process 
I am continually reminded that I have not and will not 
ever be content. I will continue to create and strive for 
that body of work that has yet to be conceived. 
 Topic will be Hollowing with Trent and 

Embellishing with 
Kailee. Basically Trent 
will turn a hollow 
form and hand it over 
to Kailee and she will 
show multiple 
techniques for 
embellishment. 

 

 

Jason Clark 
 I’ve been heavily involved in 
Woodturning for just over a decade 
being primarily self-taught in my 
modest 2 car garage in my spare 
time. I’ve spent the past 7 years in 
leadership positions with the 
Arizona Woodturners Association in 
Phoenix (Vice President 2009-2011, 

Thursday, May 3, 2018 

President 2012-2014, Vice President 1st half of 2015) 
and volunteered as the Local Liaison, the primary point 
of contact at the local level, for the 2014 AAW 
Symposium in Phoenix. My work strives to feature and 
highlight the natural character of the wood, including 
natural defects and flaws. Wood often has such 
beautiful contrast between the dark heartwood and 
the lighter sapwood and I often orient the wood so 
that the work features this contrast. My finishes are 
basic oil finishes to enhance the natural figure and 
color of the wood without major alterations. The 
woods have been acquired primarily from various local 
sources including fellow woodturners and storm 
damaged trees from my neighborhood and the 
surrounding urban areas. I'm in the process of 
relocating to the Chicago area and I'm looking forward 
to exploring a whole new variety of local woods.  

 Attendees will see a short presentation of 
some of my work as well as a preview of the evening’s 
project. The demonstration will focus on the turning 
of a torus shaped hollow form including an 
unconventional approach to hollowing as well as 
methods for reverse chucking including a unique 
double walled vacuum drum.  

 
Thursday, June 7, 2018  

 - Oval Bracelet Christian Brisepierre

http://trentbosch.com/portfolio/
http://trentbosch.com/portfolio/
http://www.jtcturning.com/
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  RMWT Mentor Directory 
 

RMWT Club has mentors available for those who 
would like to meet, discuss and practice woodturning 
techniques. All aspects of woodturning are 
represented. If you would like help mastering a skill; 
Please contact a mentor directly from the list: 
http://rmwt.org/mentor.htm 

Wood Bank Guidelines 
 

http://www.rmwt.org/articles/2013-rnwt-wood-bank-
guidelines.pdf 
 

 

 
 

Instructor:  Jason Clark 
Location:  Denver, CO 

Date:  Wednesday, May 2, 2018 
Cost: $125.00 

Contact:  dcfanning@aol.com 
 
Students attending this class should be 

experienced and comfortable with bowl turning 
and spindle work. This is NOT a class for new 

turners. The morning will be spent making two and 
three axis spindles and ultimately a twisted lidded 
box. In the afternoon we will make an ultra-thin 

parting tool and a Saturn Bowl with an offset ring. 
This is a fast paced class meant for intermediate 

turners. 

Thursday, July 5, 2018 

Dan Swaim 
 Segmented Turning: Efficiency and Safety - 
Dan Swaim is a retired mechanical engineer residing in 
Fort Collins, CO. A wood worker for forty years, he has 
been a turner for about four years. He is a member of 
the Rocky Mountain Wood Turners. 
 Segmented 
wood turning 
offers great 
flexibility in design 
and wood usage, 
buts has some 
inherent risks and 

is often thought to be too time-consuming for the 
casual turner. With a focus on safety, this 
demonstration covers various efficiencies through 
design, cutting and gluing, mounting and turning 
processes that streamline the various tasks. A focus on 
grain selection provides insight on how to bet "a 
better bowl" both in construction and appearance. 
 

Classifieds 
 

CA Glue For Sale   Permanent Listing 

Harry R. Farmer 
Cell: (970) 218-0297 
harryrfarmer@q.com 
 
 
Editor’s note:  Sale ads will run for three months 
unless notified to stop sooner or to continue longer. 
Deadline for Classified submissions is the Sunday 
before the next RMWT Meeting. Send emails to the 
Newsletter Editor. 
 

http://rmwt.org/mentor.htm
http://www.rmwt.org/articles/2013-rnwt-wood-bank-guidelines.pdf
http://www.rmwt.org/articles/2013-rnwt-wood-bank-guidelines.pdf
mailto:dcfanning@aol.com
http://www.jtcturning.com/
mailto:harryrfarmer@q.com
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  RMWT Contact Information: 

 

President:  Ron Thompson 
(970) 224-4125 
Ront2737@hotmail.com   
 

Vice President:  Pam Felton 
(307) 634-9103 
jpfelton@gmail.com  
 

Treasurer:  Todd Sheaman 
(970) 310-0433 
todd.sheaman@gmail.com 
 

Secretary & Newsletter Editor:  Michael Mroz 
home (970) 663-9505  
mobile (970) 308-0289  
michaelamroz@hotmail.com 
 

Program Director:  Camille Wall 
(303) 543-2267 
camille_wall@hotmail.com 
 

Pen Turners Club President:  Harry R. Farmer 
mobile (970) 218-0297  
harryrfarmer@q.com 
 

Wood Bank:  John Giem 
Chairman and Wood Lot Manager 
mobile (970) 227-6618  
jgiem@comcast.net 
 

Wood Lot Collection:  (8am Day of Club Meeting) 
Jerry Sherman Cell (970) 631-2984 home (970) 484-2619  

Ray Mees Cell (201) 966-9186 jamr86@aol.com 

Mike Paulson (970) 482-8162 mpaulson68@gmail.com  
 

Webmaster:  Hoyle Curtis 
(970) 613-1415 
Hoyle.Curtis@gmail.com 
 

Photographer:  Monty Weymouth 
(970) 222-8525 
montyWey@gmail.com  
 

RMWT Symposium: 
General Coordinator:   
Allen Jensen 
work  (970) 663-1868 mobile (970) 776-6452  
 

Program Coordinator: 
Camille Wall 
(303) 543-2267 
camille_wall@hotmail.com 

Program Coordinator: (Cont.) 
Cindy Drozda 
 (303) 449-7170 
cindy@cindydrozda.com 
www.cindydrozda.com 
 
Vendor Coordinator:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Symposium Registration Coordinators:  
Jim and Pam Felton 
home (307) 634-9103  
jpfelton@gmail.com  
 

Symposium Demonstrators:  (as of Feb 2018) 

Mike Mahoney 
Dale Larson 
Jason Breach 
Sally Ault 
Merryll Saylan 

Trent Bosch 

Doug Schneiter 
Michael Roper 
Brian Gisi 

10% RMWT Member Discounts: 
(with some exceptions) 

 Wood Emporium 
618 N Garfield Ave 
Loveland, CO  
Phone (970) 667-5621  
Fax (970) 667-5621  
 

Sears-Trostel Lumber & Millwork 
1500 Riverside Ave   
Ft. Collins, CO 80524 
(970) 482-1928 
Fax (970) 482-9895  
 

Woodcraft of Loveland  
3718 Draft Horse Drive 
Loveland, CO 80538 
Phone (970) 292-5940  
Fax (970) 292-5939  
loveland@woodcraft.com 
 

Rockler’s in Denver – Please present your membership 

card for the discount. 

 

mailto:Ront2737@hotmail.com
mailto:jpfelton@gmail.com
mailto:todd.sheaman@gmail.com
mailto:michaelamroz@hotmail.com
mailto:michaelamroz@hotmail.com
mailto:camille_wall@hotmail.com
mailto:harryrfarmer@q.com
mailto:jgiem@comcast.net
mailto:jamr86@aol.com
mailto:mpaulson68@gmail.com
mailto:Hoyle.Curtis@gmail.com
mailto:montyWey@gmail.com
mailto:camille_wall@hotmail.com
mailto:cindy@cindydrozda.com
http://www.cindydrozda.com/
mailto:jpfelton@gmail.com
https://bowlmakerinc.com/
https://www.turninggallery.org/dale-larson.html
http://www.jasonbreach.co.uk/
http://www.sallyault.com/
http://www.merryllsaylan.com/
http://www.trentbosch.com/
http://www.dougschneiterwoodturner.com/
https://roperwoodturning.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpZkYsKmmdI
mailto:loveland@woodcraft.com
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Clubs and Member’s Websites: 

 
Rocky Mountain Wood Turners 
www.rmwt.org 
RMWT YouTube Channel 
https://www.youtube.com/user/rmwoodturners 
 

American Assoc. of Woodturners (AAW) 
www.woodturner.org 
 

Dale Bonertz 
www.roughoutbowls.com  
 

Trent Bosch  
www.trentbosch.com 
 

Cindy Drozda                           
www.cindydrozda.com 
 

John Lynch 
www.johnlynchwoodworking.com 
 

Don Maul 
www.bighornwoodart.com  
 

Curt Theobald 
www.curttheobald.com 
 

Gary Zeff 
www.sculpturalwoodturning.com 

Learn From the Best… 

 The Rocky Mountain Woodturners Club (RMWT), is 
well known around the nation because we have some 
of the best national and internationally known 
demonstrators and best teachers of Basic, 
Intermediate, Advanced and Specialty turning right 
here in our own back yard:  
 

Trent Bosch Woodturning Workshops: 
Workshops are held in Trent’s studio in Fort Collins, 
Colorado. There is a maximum of four people in each 
class, which allows for individualized instruction. The 
cost is $500 for a 3-day intensive workshop and $650 
for the 4-day class. Meals are also provided at no extra 
charge. His studio is equipped with the highest quality 
and latest technical equipment available. For detailed 
information on workshops visit www.trentbosch.com 
or contact Trent via email or phone. 
Trent Bosch - Trent Bosch Studios Inc.  
trent@trentbosch.com  (970) 568-3299 

Rocky Mountain School of Woodturning operated by 
Dr. Lee Carter in LaPorte, Colorado. Classes are 
offered in Basics, Intermediate and Advanced 
woodturning. Lee also offers private tutoring. Seven 
different brands of lathes are available, tools of kinds 
and the latest technologies. Call Lee Carter at (970) 
221-4382 to sign up or have any of your questions 
answered. 
leecarterrmsw@yahoo.com  
 

Curt Theobald offers three-day workshops in 
Segmented Woodturning in his studio in Pine Bluffs, 
Wyoming.  
Call Curt Theobald at: (307) 245-3310   
E-mail: cwtheobald@wyoming.com 
Website:  www.curttheobald.com  
 

John Giem, Woodturner 
Custom woodworking and Individual or small group 
woodworking instruction tailored to the needs of the 
student. Offering both woodworking and turning on 
the lathe in combination with regular power tools. 
Classes are held in John's studio in Fort Collins, CO. 
The studio is well equipped with a complete set of 
woodworking tools. Contact John to discuss your 
interests and to further your skills. 
jgiem@comcast.net 
Cell:  (970) 227-6618 
 

Woodcraft has classes for beginners in  
woodworking, shop safety, intro to the machines, 
bowl turning, pen and pencil turning, hollow forms, 
Christmas tree ornaments, tool sharpening, etc. Please 
check out the classes being offered at web page: 
www.woodcraft.com/stores/storeaspx?id=56 
 

Doug Schneiter is scheduled to teach several 

woodturning classes at the Woodcraft of Loveland 

store in 2017, see the latest store flier for dates and 

times. Doug also teaches specialized one on one 

turning classes in his Loveland studio. Contact Doug 

at:  dougschneiter@gmail.comr@gmail.com 

 
 

http://www.rmwt.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/rmwoodturners
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.roughoutbowls.com/
http://www.trentbosch.com/
http://www.cindydrozda.com/
http://www.johnlynchwoodworking.com/
http://www.bighornwoodart.com/
http://www.curttheobald.com/
http://www.sculpturalwoodturning.com/
http://www.trentbosch.com/
mailto:trent@trentbosch.com
mailto:leecarterrmsw@yahoo.com
mailto:cwtheobald@wyoming.com
http://www.curttheobald.com/
mailto:jgiem@comcast.net
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/storeaspx?id=56
mailto:dougschneiter@gmail.comr@gmail.com

