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May Demonstrator: 
Our May 7th meeting is a remote demonstration!! Don Prorak  
will show us his Double Triple-corner captive ring clock or tea 
light holder.  Don is joining us from the Denver Front Range 
Woodturners. His demo includes a double tri-corner with a 
captive ring, similar to the clock below. For the demo I made the 
same form as a tea light holder. There are a number of variations 

on the double tri-corner, including the lidded bowl with dbl. tri-
corner handle. I am not a professional woodturner, but I have 
been a member of FRW for about 6 years. I have studied with 
Rudy Lopez, Alan Lacer, Bruce Perry, Stuart Batty. Ashley 
Harwood, Jimmy Clewes, etc. Last year I used a club grant for a 

3-day workshop with Keith Gotschall at his shop in Salida. I am a 

professional musician and retired music teacher, and am also the 
Youth Mentor for FRW.  

http://www.rmwt.org/
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Upcoming June 4th Meeting:  

Mike Mahoney, remote demo 

Woodturning Overview from a Master 
I have 14 different topics to discuss on my interactive demos. I 
will cover most of them throughout the evening. Bowl Coring, 

thread chasing, shear scraping, making a bow,l drying turnings, 
wood finishes, for woodturners burial urns, pepper mills, drinking 

cup, tool design and grinding and tips & tricks. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR JOINING THE REMOTE SESSION: 
Rocky Mountain Woodturners Remote Meeting & Demo 
Thursday, May 7, 2020 06:15 PM Mountain Time 
Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84357301703?pwd=ZUxhMjl

RQlpJV0JKb3hpN0czOE4yQT09 

Meeting ID: 843 5730 1703 

Password: 121245 

Click the link above. A browser window will open, and Zoom will 
initiate a download of the software that you need. 
You do not need to sign up for an account with Zoom, and you 

definitely do not need to enter a "free trial" of a paid account. It 
is FREE to join my meeting through Zoom. You just need to 
download the software. 
Setting yourself up in the meeting: 
(Note - these instructions are based on using a computer to 
connect to zoom. You can also use your phone - the features are 

the same, but locations of icons and things may be different). 
When you first join, you may be prompted to join with audio and 
video.  
You can useyour phone as audio. That should be one of the 

options. You can connect your audio and video so that you can 
hear the demo, and so that others can see and hear you. Go to 

the bottom row of the Zoom window, and you will see a row of 
icons. The far left is a microphone icon. This is where you mute or 
un-mute your own microphone. Next icon to the right of that is a 

video camera icon. This is where you turn on or off your video, 
enabling other people to see a thumbnail of you on live video. 
Click those icons to turn on or off your audio or video. If your 

video and audio don't connect automatically, click on the triangle 
to the right of the microphone icon, open the dropdown menu, 
and choose "Audio Settings". Here you can choose which speaker 
and microphone you are using, and can check them to see if they 
are working. 
On the left side of the settings window is a sidebar. Choose 

"Video" to select which camera your computer will use to connect 

to the meeting. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84357301703?pwd=ZUxhMjlRQlpJV0JKb3hpN0czOE4yQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84357301703?pwd=ZUxhMjlRQlpJV0JKb3hpN0czOE4yQT09
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It is a good idea to keep your microphone muted unless you are 

asking a question, to keep the background noise down. I may 
mute everyone if there is a lot of noise. You can still un-mute 
yourself to ask a question. 
Using the Chat feature: 
There is an icon labeled Chat at the bottom of the Zoom window. 
Click that and a sidebar opens on the right with a Chat Window. 

You can choose from the dropdown at the bottom above the 
message window and message either everyone or an individual. 
Asking questions during the meeting: 
You can ask questions during the demo, it's not necessary to hold 
your questions until the end. To ask a question, un-mute your 
microphone and speak. If you don't get my attention that way, 

use the Chat feature to get the Moderator's attention, and he/she 

will let me know. 
Leaving the meeting: 
You can leave any time. And you can come back by clicking the 
link again and joining the meeting.  To leave the meeting, click 
"Leave Meeting" at the lower right of the Zoom window. 

Other 
If you still need more help, check out the video tutorials on 

zoom’s website: 
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us 
Especially look for the ―Joining a Meeting‖ video. 
 

 
Notes from the General Meeting April 9, 2020 
Club Member, Dave Landers presented ―Three Piece Stemmed 
Goblets‖ as our first remote demonstration.  There were 44 
members who ―Zoomed‖ in.  Dave professes to be a bowl turner 
and share that the presentation was the culmination of turning 

many of these same goblets to improve upon his method.  This 
emphasizes that we can grow our skills by repetition and 
technique refinement. The goblet bowl portion is 2.5‖ in diameter 
and can include a decorative bead detail.  There is a 1/16‖ tenon 

that fits into a hole in the stems-this is a loose fit that is glued up 
with 2 part epoxy. The stem has a tenon as well that inserts into 
the base of the goblet.  Dave uses figured wood for the top and 

base but the design emphasis is intended to show off the wood in 
the cup.  The stem is dyed black with India Ink and shines due to 
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a glossy lacquer finish.  Dave showed some innovative tools he 

has developed for these goblets- a 15/64‖ crescent wrench is 
used both as a tenon measuring device and a parting tool due to 
the grind sharpening he has done on it.  He also showed how 
putting a routing bit into the Jacob’s chuck, drills a flat bottomed 
hole, rather than using a spade bit or forstner. Another 
interesting note was that he prefers to use concrete and grout 

tape to hold the goblet base in the jam chuck because of the 
superior holding properties vs. blue painters tape or masking 
tape.  Thanks Dave for showing us this wonderful project and 
how the club can continue to learn remotely.  
 
 

Officer Reports: 

President-We have been researching padded, metal folding chairs 
to replace and update the variety we currently use.  In speaking 
with Bob at Woodcraft the space we occupy in the back of the 
store has a limited number of folks due to fire marshal restriction.  
We are trying to select the number of new chairs to buy and type 

to have them ready for upcoming meetings.- 
 
Vice President- Two lucky members were randomly selected to 

have their annual memberships re-imbursed.  The first recipient 

is Alan Norris; the second name drawn was Trent Bosch but he is 

already a lifetime member so the re-draw was awarded to Wes 

Sikes.  We have 108 paid memberships, with a club historical 

maximum of 113.  

 

Secretary-501C Non-Profit status was renewed and the Quarterly 

report filed with the state.  Miss Maple asked the secretary to 

mention that she was still in need of answer to her questions. 

 

Treasurer-Absent.    

 
Pen Turner’s Club 
No March or April meeting due to the Corona Virus.   
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Special Projects 

Please continue making the stands and once we get over this 
Corona Virus mess, we can coordinate delivery of completed 
stands to the Society.  Between just Clarence and Chris, they 
have 16 wig stands completed! 
 

Board of Directors Meeting April 28th, 2020 

This was a remote meeting using the Zoom protocol   
President:  Clarence Sitzman –Purchase of new chairs for our 
meetings is being coordinated by Chris.  We are in search of the 
member that offered to weld racks to hold the chairs-please 

contact Clarence.   There will be a selection of chairs given 
away on Sat., May 9th from 10AM-2PM in the back of 

Woodcraft, available to any member interested. 
We are forming a Video committee that will investigate upgrading 
our demonstrator recording and projecting –Hoyle, Chris and 
Dave Landers will work on suggestions for improving and the 
hardware/software required. 
 

Vice President:  Chris Van Woerkum –Will be creating a 
Membership Directory to encourage members to find other 
turners close by their homes for turning collaboration between 
meetings.  Separate email will be sent out by the Secretary. 
Treasurer:  Dave Amos - Account Balances Checking $10,451.59; 

Savings $4847.82.  A annual demonstrator budget of $3500 was 

set. 
 
Secretary Report:  Jenni Elke-Potential benefit of Membership 

Directory is possibility to carpool to meetings and offer ride 

shares to those not comfortable driving at night.  25th 

Anniversary Embroidered Polo shirts being explored through LL 

Bean or Lands End. 

 

Next BOD Meeting will be May 26th. 
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Member Update 

 
Insights into our club’s RMWT Lifetime Achievement Award, 

―Woodturner Emeritus‖.  The Lifetime Achievement Award was a 

concept developed around 1996, during David Nittmann’s final 

year as the first President of the Rocky Mountain Woodturners 

Club. He thought that we should somehow honor Dr. Lee Carter 

for laying the groundwork for founding and forming the Rocky 

Mountain Woodturners, which was initially referred to as the 

Northern Colorado/Wyoming Woodturners Club. The Board of 

Directors came up with this award and decided that it was meant 

to: 

- be a high honor, 

- awarded to members who worked very hard representing 

woodturning through in-club efforts,  

-out of club activities including , but not limited to, teaching, 

giving demonstrations, encouraging and educating others about 

woodturning  

-representing woodturning in a positive manner to the 

communities around us. 

This award has only been presented to 10 members, in the club’s 

25 year history, which is how it was originally designed. It is not 

expected to be given out automatically each year. It is to be 

awarded to those who had gone above and beyond of what was 

expected of them. There were years when no one was honored, 

and then one year we honored 2 members.  The benefit of this 

award is exemption  from paying annual club dues, and free 

registration into the symposium. 

There are currently 10 members who have been honored as 

Lifetime Achievement Award Members. Unfortunately, 4 of those 

have passed on, so we only have 6 living recipients of this award. 

Here is the list of the recipients, in the chronological order in 

which they were honored: 

 1. Dr. Lee Carter  



8 
     

2. Dr. Paul Thode  

3. David Nittmann  

4. Doug Schneiter  

5. Trent Bosch    

6. Lloyd Jenkins    

7. Dan Bailey          

8. Drew Nichols    

9. Allen Jensen    

10. Hoyle Curtis 

When you see any of these members at club activities, please  

say hello to them, and thank them for all that they have done to 

help make the Rocky Mountain Woodturners Club the great club 

that it is today. 

Library News 

YouTube Channel for Rocky Mountain Woodturners Videos 
RMWT has set up a YouTube Channel to make our club 

demonstration videos available online. To view a video click here. 

Shop Talk with Miss Maple 
Miss Maple received some terrific answers to share with our club. 
Turning tool organization:  
 
From Dave Landers: This is my turning tool rack.  Some PVC pipe screwed to 

a board, attached to the wall over a narrow shelf.  The important bit (as I 

discovered with a previous attempt) is the gap between the bottom of the 

PVC pipes and the shelf, to let out any chips that get in the pipes.The 

―business end‖ of the tool is up and exposed so I can find the tool I’m 

looking for.  The rack is mounted high enough that I’m not going to 

accidentially stab myself reaching for a tool. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/rmwoodturners
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From Chris Van Woerkom:  My most commonly used tools are on the rack I 

made on the side of my lathe with the less commonly used tools behind the 

motor.  I also have a rack I made that sits behind my lathe.  This also 

includes tools such as awls and the allen wrench that fastens my gouges to 

my handles.   

It is normally covered with a cloth to keep the chips off while I'm turning.  It 
sits in a cradle so I can easily remove it and set it near my lathe if I am 

using these tools a lot as I don't want to be reaching over the lathe as I'm 

using it.  
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From Dale Quakenbush: Self stand on the bench with a side box for lathe 

tools screwed down to keep in place.  
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Methods for fixing a sticky lathe bed: 
 

From Dave Landers: If it's got finish or something dripped on it, scrap it off 
with razor blade.If it's rusty or corroded, then stop leaving wet chips on it 

and get to work with steel wool or sandpaper if really bad.To make the banjo 

slide around easy, I rub the bottom (or the bed ways) with a candle. 

dave@dlwoodturning.com 

 

From Chris Van Woerkom:  I just use Johnsons Paste Wax to keep my lathe 

banjo from binding.  It's that smelly stuff that's been around forever.  I use 

it for my tablesaw and bandsaw tables.  It keeps things moving smoothly 

and a can will last for years. mcvan1@gmail.com 

 

From Dale Quakenbush: I use WD 40 and steel wool to clean the lath bed 

and wax from time to time. shakentree@outlook.com 

 

From Dan Swan: First step is to ensure lathe bed is clean and free of light 

rust. Passing a razor scraper over the bed will often pick up a bit of glue or 

dried finish that your eyes might miss. If there is a bit of light rust, a quick 
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touch with a ―Sandflex‖ block (available through Klingspor) will quickly polish 

the bed without the danger of scratches or removing any steel. These are 

hard rubber blocks with embedded grit and are fantastic for cleaning up any 

tool surface. A feature often overlooked is the adjustment nut located below 

the banjo or tail stock. See the second photo.  While it could have some 

foreign debris on it, a more likely problem is that it has loosened a bit which 

will allow the banjo to tilt and dig into the bed and drag when sliding. Just us 
a crescent wrench to experiment with a setting that is just loose enough to 

slide freely. It’s a little counter-intuitive to realize that the adjustment being 

on loose can make the banjo more difficult to slide freely.  

danjswaim@aol.com 
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A new question has come up inspired by the COVID 19 face mask 

rule. 
 
What type of dust control do you use in your shop space and 
what kind of respiratory protection do you prefer?  If you don’t 
use anything-please respond as well.  Miss Maple is struggling to 
find a respirator that doesn’t interfere with her glasses and still 

work with a face shield.   
 
If you can help out Miss Maple, send your response to 
jenni.elke59@gmail.com with the subject: Attn Miss Maple. Please 
advise if you don’t want your email address included when your 
answer is published-since members may want to contact you 

directly for more details (BTW, Miss Maple confesses she is no 

expert). 
 
Wood Bank News 
Clarence has recently delivered 3 different loads of wood that 
consist of Cottonwood, Elm, Russian olive and Aspen.  Spring 

includes lots of yard clean up and tree trimming.   If you see 
trees being cut please reach out to your neighbors to see if you 

can get the wood and coordinat with John on how to get in into 
the wood bank. 
 
All RMWT members are encouraged to check the selection of 

wood in the bank. First come, first served.  Call John Giem to set 
up an appointment and get directions.   (970) 227-6618 or email 
jgiem@comcast.net .   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jenni.elke59@gmail.com
mailto:jgiem@comcast.net


14 
     

ABC’s of Wood, featuring the letters N & O 

Narra, Amboyna (burl), Pterocarpus indicus 
This wood is from Southeast Asia.  The heartwood can vary 
widely in color, ranging from a golden yellow to a reddish brown. 
Pale yellow sapwood is clearly demarcated from the heartwood. 
Quartersawn surfaces display ribbon-stripe figure, and the wood 
is also seen with mottled, beeswing, or curly figure. Narra burl is 

full of well-defined knot clusters, and the highly valued wood is 
known as Amboyna.. Grain is usually interlocked, and can 
sometimes be wavy with an uneven medium to coarse texture 
with good natural luster. It is easy to work with both hand and 

machine tools, one of Narra’s only downsides is that it has a 
moderate blunting effect on cutters. Narra turns, glues, and 

finishes well.  There is a distinct fragrance that lingers even after 
being worked. 

Although severe reactions are quite uncommon, Narra has been 
reported as an irritant; most common reactions simply include 
skin and respiratory irritation, as well as asthma-like symptoms. 

The availability is limited to smaller pieces of figured Narra which 
are sometimes available from specialty wood retailers, as well as 
Amboyna burl in solid and veneer form. Prices vary depending on 
the amount and type of figure: unfigured wood is moderately 
priced, while high-grade Ambyona ranks as one of the most 
expensive woods in the world. 

This wood has a seeming split personality. One the one hand 
there is the humble Narra, with good workability and dimensional 
stability (much like other members of the Pterocarpus genus)—on 
the other hand there is the exotic and highly-prized burl wood 
known as Amboyna. Both come from the same tree (Pterocarpus 
indicus), though the resemblance between the two is virtually 

unrecognizable.  (image on next page) 

https://www.wood-database.com/amboyna/
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Russian Olive, Elaeagnus angustifolia  
The wood color ranges from a light yellowish-brown to a darker 
golden brown, sometimes with a greenish hue. Sapwood a much 

lighter yellow-white. Unlike true Olive (Olea genus), Russian Olive 
is very porous and of an uneven grain texture. Originally brought 
to the United States in the late 1800s for windbreaks and erosion 
control (and as an ornamental tree), Russian Olive is plentiful in 
Colorado and has become invasive.  The tendency is for a very 
small tree, with a highly branching form that is not conducive to 

large or straight logs. Wood is limited to small-scale 
and hobbyist uses. Being a fairly common and fast-growing tree, 
it is suitable for knife scales, bowls, pens, and other small 
woodturning projects. (image on next page) 

https://www.wood-database.com/olive/
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Items For Sale: 
If you have any wood shop or woodturning tools and/or 

equipment for sale and would like an ad posted, please send your 

information to Jenni Elke, jenni.elke59@gmail.com  I will try to 

get that information in the upcoming editions of the newsletter.   

Sale ads will run for three months unless notified to stop sooner 

or to continue longer. 

 
RMWT Contact Information: 
President: Clarence Sitzman 

970-980-8403 
seesitzman@aol.com 
 
Vice President: Chris 
VanWoerkom 
mcvan1@gmail.com 

 
Secretary: Jenni Elke 
Home: 303-828-3286 
Mobile: 303-981-8277 

jenni.elke59@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Treasurer: Dave Amos 
970-590-3983 

daveamos1252@gmail.com 
 
Program Director:   
Tom Zanotti 
720-327-0613 
tzanotti@ez2.net 

 
Wood Bank: John Giem 
Chairman and Wood Lot 
Manager 

970 227-6618 mobile 
jgiem@comcast.net 

 
 

mailto:jenni.elke59@gmail.com
mailto:mcvan1@gmail.com
mailto:jenni.elke59@gmail.com
mailto:daveamos1252@gmail.com
mailto:jgiem@comcast.net


17 
     

Wood Lot Collection:  
Jerry Sherman 
970-631-2984 mobile 
970-484-2619 home 
 

RMWT Webmaster:   
Hoyle Curtis 

970-613-1415 
Hoyle.Curtis@gmail.com 
 
Pen-turners Group Director 

Harry R. Farmer 

Mobile: 970-218-0297 
harryrfarmer@q.com 
 
RMWT Symposium: 
General Coordinator: Allen 

Jensen 
970 663-1868  work 
970 776-6452 mobile 
 

RMWT Symposium Program 
Coordinator and 

Vendor Coordinator:  
Cindy Drozda 
P.O. Box 19065 
Boulder, CO 80308 
303-449-7170 
cindy@cindydrozda.com 

http://cindydrozda.blogspot.com 
http://www.youtube.com/user/c
ondydrozda 
Facebook business page: 
http://tinyurl.com/44prp3n 
Facebook Profile: 

http://tinyurl.com/3vy5ld5 

Twitter: 
http:twitter.com/cindydrozda  
 
Symposium Registration 
Coordinators: 

Jim and Pam Felton 
307-634-9103 home 

jpfelton@gmail.com 
 
10% RMWT Member 
Discounts (with some 

exceptions): 

Wood Emporium 
618 N Garfield Ave 
Loveland, CO  
970-667-5621 Phone 
970-667-5621 Fax 

 
Sears-Trostel Lumber & 

Millwork 

1500 Riverside Ave   
Ft. Collins, CO 80524 
970-482-1928 

970-482-9895 Fax 

 

Woodcraft – Loveland 

loveland@woodcraft.com 

3718 Draft Horse Drive 

Loveland, CO 80538 

970-292-5940 Phone 

970-292-5939 Fax 

 
Rockler’s in Denver – You 
have to show your membership 

card. 
 

mailto:Hoyle.Curtis@gmail.com
mailto:harryrfarmer@q.com
mailto:cindy@cindydrozda.com
http://cindydrozda.blogspot.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/condydrozda
http://www.youtube.com/user/condydrozda
http://tinyurl.com/44prp3n
http://tinyurl.com/3vy5ld5
mailto:jpfelton@gmail.com
mailto:loveland@woodcraft.com
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Clubs and Member’s 
Websites: 
Rocky Mountain Wood 
Turners 
www.rmwt.org 

 
AAW – American Assoc. of 

Woodturners 
www.woodturner.org 
Trent Bosch  
www.trentbosch.com 

 

Cindy Drozda  
www.cindydrozda.com 
http://cindydrozda.blogspot.com 
http://www.youtube.com/user/c
ondydrozda 

Facebook business page: 
http://tinyurl.com/44prp3n 
Facebook Profile: 
http://tinyurl.com/3vy5ld5 

Twitter: 
http:twitter.com/cindydrozda  

 
John Lynch 
www.johnlynchwoodworking.co
m 
 
Curt Theobald 

www.curttheobald.com 
 
Don Maul 
www.bighornwoodart.com 
 
Harry R. Farmer 

harryrfarmer@q.com 

 

Gary Zeff 
garyzeff@gmail.com 

www.sculpturalwoodturning.

com 

 
Harry Farmer:  I have taken 
over Dan Bailey's CA glue 
business from him.  
cell  (970)218-0297      home 
(970) 484-5448, 

harryrfarmer@q.com   
2112 Springfield Ct., Ft. Collins.   
 
 
Want your Website Listed? 
Contact Clarence Sitzman,  
970-980-8403 

seesitzman@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.rmwt.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.trentbosch.com/
http://www.cindydrozda.com/
http://cindydrozda.blogspot.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/condydrozda
http://www.youtube.com/user/condydrozda
http://tinyurl.com/44prp3n
http://tinyurl.com/3vy5ld5
http://www.johnlynchwoodworking.com/
http://www.johnlynchwoodworking.com/
http://www.curttheobald.com/
http://www.bighornwoodart.com/
mailto:harryrfarmer@q.com
mailto:garyzeff@gmail.com
http://www.sculpturalwoodturning.com/
http://www.sculpturalwoodturning.com/
mailto:harryrfarmer@q.com
mailto:seesitzman@aol.com
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Learn From the Best… 
The Rocky Mountain 
Woodturners Club, RMWT, is 
well known around the nation 
because we have some of the 

best national and internationally 
known demonstrators and best 

teachers. 
Basic, Intermediate, Advanced 
and Specialty turning right here 
in our own back yard:  

 

Woodcraft has classes for 
beginners in  
woodworking, shop safety, intro 
to the machines, bowl turning, 
pen and pencil turning, hollow 

forms, Christmas tree 
ornaments, tool 
sharpening, etc.  Please check 
out the classes being offered at 

web page: 
www.woodcraft.com/stores/stor

easpx?id=56 

 

Doug Schneiter is scheduled to 
teach several woodturning 
classes at Woodcraft - Loveland 
in 2019.  See Woodcraft class 

schedules.  Doug also teaches 
specialized one on one classes at 
his Loveland studio. Contact at 
dougschneiter@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 
 

Trent Bosch Woodturning 
Workshops: 
Trent Bosch Woodturning 

Workshops are held in Trent's 

personal studio north of Fort 

Collins and are scheduled 

throughout the year. There is a 

maximum of 4 students in each 

class, which allows for plenty of 

individualized instruction.  

Trent's studio is equipped with 

the highest quality equipment 

for your use.  For more 

information 

visit trentbosch.com or trentbosc

htools.com or email Trent 

at trent@trentbosch.com  

 
John Giem,   Woodturner 
Custom woodworking and 

Individual or small group 
woodworking instruction tailored  
to the needs of the student. 
Offering both woodworking on 
the lathe and combined with 
regular power tools. Classes are 
held in John's Fort Collins studio 

which is equipped with a 
complete set of woodworking 

tools. Contact John to discuss 
your interests and needs. 
jgiem@comcast.net 
(970)223-0844, home 

(970)227-6618, cell 
 

mailto:dougschneiter@gmail.com
http://trentbosch.com/
http://trentboschtools.com/
http://trentboschtools.com/
http://trentboschtools.com/
mailto:trent@trentbosch.com
mailto:jgiem@comcast.net

