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April 8th Demonstrator-Eric Lofstrom, Our Zoom meetings “doors” 

will open at 5:45 to allow for member social time and sharing-BYOB  

 

NOTE-this demonstrator requires our club members to pre-register 

in advance to attend.  There is no cost.  Please use this link to sign 

up! 

Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElcO6vrjosH9R3Di06-

3IdJWWGyzFU12rL 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 

information about joining the meeting.  Message from Eric “Each attendee 

will need to register for the Zoom meeting... if you haven't done this before; 
it is REALLY simple and can be completed at any time once receiving the 

invitation all the way up to the meeting time. I now do this for all club IRDs 

and have had no issues... you can register through the link I am sending in 

this email so you know how to be navigate communicating and helping your 

membership. I think you will find it to be a non-issue, but it does need to be 

communicated to the membership because it looks different than the normal 

one click to log in. Let me know if you have any difficulties, I am happy to 

walk you through it.”  253-320-4788 (cell)” 

http://www.rmwt.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElcO6vrjosH9R3Di06-3IdJWWGyzFU12rL
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElcO6vrjosH9R3Di06-3IdJWWGyzFU12rL
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Eric Lofstrom. Biography: Eric Lofstrom as Woodturning Artist and Teacher 

Working with wood has been a source of peaceful intrigue since Eric 

Lofstrom‟s childhood.  

Eric is well known as a premier teacher of woodturning skills and creator of 

wood art. His demonstrations and hands-on classes are highly acclaimed by 

AAW clubs, woodworking stores and symposiums; Creativity in Woodturning 

Symposium in Washington State (2008, 2009), Oregon Woodturning 

Symposium (2015, 2019), Utah Woodturning Symposium (2015), Mid-

Atlantic Woodturning Symposium (2016), Rocky Mountain Symposium 

(2017), Southwest Area Turners Symposium (2017), AAW National 
Symposium (2018), Tennessee Association of Woodturners Symposium 

(2020), Turn-On! Chicago Symposium (2020, postponed to 2022), Alaska 

Woodturners Association Wood Turning Symposium (2021). 

This demonstration will cover Textures & Finishes for Turners: Surface 

Treatments from Functional to Sculptural Using common supplies and 

equipment, this demonstration showcases many of Eric‟s favorite textures 

and finishes for wooden pieces. Attendees will learn simple and effective 

techniques to create the enticing brushed, facetted and stippled textures. In 

addition, Eric will unveil some of his favorite finishing techniques; from 

penetrating oils, poly, aerosols, inks and paints. This demonstration is 

packed full of Eric‟s techniques and preferred products, sure to be of interest 

to woodturners seeking the finishing touch for their turned and textured 
surfaces! 

 

May 6th Demonstrator:  Our own Dave Landers on Chain Saw Safety 

Woodturners often use a chainsaw for processing green wood, and the 

situation we find ourselves in is not always the best – smaller, unstable 

blanks balanced on stumps in the driveway. We also might get asked by a 

well-meaning friend to take down a dead or dying tree. This presentation 

should give you the knowledge you need to safely use a chainsaw for 

processing logs and preparing blanks.  We‟ll discuss saws, chain, saw 

operation, and cutting blanks. And, of course, we‟ll focus on safety.       

Dave Landers - https://dlwoodturning.com 

 

https://dlwoodturning.com/
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Notes from the General Meeting March 4th, 2021 

Officer Reports: 

President-We are looking for members who want to be more engaged with 

the club and become involved in our sub-committees.  We have immediate 

needs on the IT/Website & EOG sub-committees, as well as the wood bank 

and mentoring (all our detailed in this newsletter).  Also if anyone has ideas 

on other areas where the club should expand we welcome your feedback.  
The pen club will be resuming when the State and Woodcraft once again 

allow in person meetings. 

 

Vice President-As of the end of March, our 2021 membership is up to 80.   

 

Secretary-Reminded membership that starting in April, newsletters and club 

email communications will be sent to the 2021 membership list.   

 

Treasurer- Balances Checking $5071.86; Savings $4848.09. 

 

Board of Directors Meeting March 23rd on Zoom 
President-We are looking for several volunteers to serve on the EOG 

(Educational Opportunity Grant) committee.  Responsibilities include 

updating the EOG guidelines and application as well as reviewing all 

applications and determining approval status on them.  Please contact Bob 

at btheb66@gmail.com 

 

Vice President-Everyone who has re-newed their memberships are eligible to 

be in the April drawing for 2 free memberships and the 1st publication of the 

2021 club membership directory will be sent out at the end of April. 

 

Treasurer- Checking $6,015.33; Savings $4,848.19 

 

Secretary Report: Completed submittal of the required State of Colorado 
periodic club filing.  We are looking to see if there is interest in having a 

book swap among members-if you have 3 books (or less) on the subject of 

turning in your personal library and would like to swap them-please email 

me-more details if we get enough folks to participate. 

jenni.elke59@gmail.com  

 

Programs/Demonstrator committee- Tom has advised that we don‟t need to 

book demonstrators far in advance as we had to do previously (when they 

came in person).  There is much more schedule and topic flexibility that is 

adaptable to club needs.  

 

IT/Website committee-Dave Landers gave an overview of the equipment 
setup for demonstrations and the results were quite impressive, multiple 

camera angles and view within view images will be possible-stay tuned for 

more updates. 

mailto:btheb66@gmail.com
mailto:know:jenni.elke59@gmail.com


4 
     

New Addition-Member Gallery 

Each month there will be a page or two dedicated to the recent turnings of 

our members.  To be featured, just email your 1 photo and 2 sentence write 

up.  The words can describe the wood, finish or any challenges you 

overcame in the project.  Email your submittal to jenni.elke59@gmail.com 

no later than the 25th of the month (next due date is April 25th).  Photos will 

be displayed based upon order of receipt and I will try to showcase as many 
different members and a variety of turnings from basic to complex.   

 
Tom Zanotti-This piece consists of 312 pieces. It its 14” in diameter and 8” tall. 

Each ring consists of 24 pieces. The top and bottom is cherry and the feature ring is 

maple and bloodwood. The recess in the center was a mistake but turned into an 

actual enhancement. It‟s hard to see but the feature ring is indented in about a ¼. 

 
 
Bob Franklin-This is a maple burl twice turned footed bowl 

 

mailto:know:jenni.elke59@gmail.com


5 
     

Dave Landers- Walnut calabash bowl. Turned wet as a full log (pith through the 

sides) and allowed to dry. Repaired the inevitable cracks near the piths with Wenge 

pewas. Finished with walnut oil. 
 

 

 
Clarence Seesitzman-Here is a basket weave illusion I did for my son and daughter 

in law for their newly finished house in Timnath. I actually did the platter before 

they had painted the walls, but it happened to match really well. 
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What you missed at our first Social Hour 

Next “gathering” will be Thursday evening, 6 PM April 22nd.  

Zoom link information will be sent out several days prior to the meeting.  

  

We had 21 members join our first social time.  The forum was much like 

getting together in person and just conversing about our passion with a free 

form agenda.  Everyone benefited from the exchange of how there are many 
ways to approach our woodturning learning opportunities.  It surprised us all 

that 2 hours flew by so quickly among friends. 

Besides show & tell we had a terrific sharing session on how to deal with 

downed tree limbs from the recent MegaSnow storm.  Our conversation then 

expanded on how to turn this green wood and preserve it from warping.  We 

also had an insightful chat around chain saws for cutting bowl blanks, using 

saw bucks and basic safety while using this tool.  

We ended with agreeing to do a turning challenge:  Using wood from the 

recent storm, turn objects for show and tell at the second meeting.   

In case you‟re curious about the next meeting, we will be having two shop 

tours-a large shop tour will be conducted via Zoom by John Giem and also a 

smaller shop tour will be given by Bob Franklin.  Please feel free to drop in 
and join us! 

 

Zoom Meeting Hosts 

We held a successful training session and have 6 members in addition to 

Chris (our VP) who have volunteered to help out as alternate moderators-a 

BIG thanks to Bob Franklin, Hoyle Curtis, Jim Felton, Larry Abrams, Tom 

Zanotti and Jim Bessette for volunteering! 

 

Are you a Mentor? 

In case you haven‟t notice, the BOD is in a mode of upgrading many areas 

within our club-including the Mentor list.  In being a mentor for the club, you 

are willing to share your turning expertise: 

- by volunteering time in person to provide hands on turning assistance to 
members-in your shop or theirs 

- by offering phone assistance if called for help on problem solving 

-Many mentors have areas of specialization such as helping beginners or 

hollow forms or segmented turning techniques etc. 

 

If you are looking to help inspire and instruct our club members, please 

contact Bob btheb66@gmail.com  

Also if you were a mentor previously and want to continue to help out, 

please contact Bob as well since we will be publishing a new list in both our 

website and newsletter. 

 

Wood Bank Information –contribution from John Giem 
During the RMWT social meeting several questions and comments came up 

regarding storm downed wood and its usability for woodturning. In general, 

mailto:btheb66@gmail.com
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it can be utilized for woodturning with a few precautions. Remember that the 

downed wood was broken off of the tree, that stress caused failure of the 

wood which created cracks and defects.  When considering usage of this 

downed wood, look for the damage created when it broke. Cut off the 

obvious broken end and examine what remains looking for more defects. 

When selecting the wood for your turning blank recognize that you will be 

cutting the log or branch to allow turning your desired object. When making 
your cut, can you place it where the defect is located? If so, you may have 

saved the wood from the fireplace. 

Perhaps you have too much wood to use immediately and you want to save 

it for later. Recognize that while it is waiting for you to use it, the wood will 

lose moisture. When wood loses moisture it shrinks and that shrinkage may 

cause undesired cracking. Recognizing that we see cracking on the ends of 

the log first, leave the pieces as long as possible and still safely handle 

them. That will allow you to cut off and discard the cracked ends later and 

utilize the exposed good stuff. Sealing the ends of the wood will help slow 

down moisture loss.  You can use a wax emulsion wood sealer or most 

paints, oil or latex, will do the job. But, be careful where you store it. Sun 

light is not good; it will drive the moisture out of the wood. Try to find a 
place that is out of the direct sun and somewhat protected from the wind. 

Okay, but I don‟t have a lot of the salvaged wood, just a few pieces. What 

should I do until I can turn it next week or soon thereafter? The objective is 

to slow down the moisture loss to minimize shrinkage of the outside 

resulting in stress cracking. Plastic bags or sealable plastic storage totes 

work well. Put them out of the way in a relatively cool location. This is also 

good for that freshly cut wood that you get from the Wood Bank Auction at 

our meetings. 

If you have a short round section of a log that you want to save, how should 

it be cut to minimize stress as it dries? The most common way is to cut it 

into two pieces length wise with the grain. This can work well and the wood 

will distort as it slowly dries and shrinks. There are many examples of these 

half logs where the straight cut deforms into a convex surface.  Within the 
Wood Bank, there are several examples of short logs that naturally split 

lengthwise from the outside down to the pith and only in one place. They 

almost look like a pie where someone cut out a wedge. There are some 

books that recommend using a chainsaw to cut green wood from the outside 

down to the pith and no farther. This allows the wood to move during the 

drying process minimizing stress and splitting. 

When you find a log or section of a log with a split don‟t despair. Frequently, 

when you cut your turning blank you can selectively cut through these splits 

and make good acceptable turning blanks. This is often the way turning 

blanks are cut for the Wood Bank Auctions. 

Upcoming needs and activities: 

1. When the snow clears out and the ground dries out, we need to sort 
out the old wood in the Wood Bank. There are some logs that have 

converted themselves into firewood. These need to be cut to lengths, 
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split and stacked. The RMWT will rent a log splitter to make it easier. A 

medium size crew of 6 or 8 people would work. A Work Day will be 

scheduled and notices sent out. 

2. We need to make some deposits into the Wood Bank. Watch your 

neighborhood for opportunities for trees that are being removed. We 

want wood 8 inches or more in diameter. We want them as long as 

possible as still be able to handle them safely. Try to get the crotches 
cut long, not close to the trunk. This will allow the exposed split ends 

to be cut off later and minimize loss of the „good‟ stuff. 

3. When you see an opportunity for getting some good wood, do 

something to make it happen. 

4. We need several volunteers to help collect the wood that our members 

identify and tell us about.  You need to have a pickup or trailer to haul 

the wood. John Giem has both but he can‟t do it without help. John‟s 

trailer is equipped with a winch to help load and unload logs. In the 

past, logs 2 feet in diameter and 9 feet long were successfully loaded 

and taken to the Wood Bank. 

5. Sometimes the tree surgeons are happy to see the wood utilized and 

will even help load it onto the pickup or trailer.  Just remember we 
must not hinder them in getting their jobs completed. 

6. When we restart having out meetings we will need to revive our team 

that cuts the wood and take it to the meetings and the raffles. 

7. All members can go to the Wood Bank and make their selections there. 

Remember that the wood is first come first served. If you are doing 

any work for the Wood Bank then you are right there seeing 

everything. You and get and take as much as you can handle. If you 

don‟t have a chainsaw, that is not a problem, bring a buddy that does 

have one or talk to John. 

8. BONUS – When you go to the Wood Bank, John is willing to help you 

with your woodturning questions and his shop is right there.  

 

Please contact John Giem if you are willing to volunteer to help with the 
Wood Bank, have any questions, or want to make a wood deposit or 

withdrawal. The phone number is (970) 227-6618 and email 

jgiem@comcast.net. 

 

Items For Sale: 

If you have any wood shop or woodturning tools and/or equipment for sale 

and would like an ad posted, please send your information to Jenni Elke, 

jenni.elke59@gmail.com   to get that information in the upcoming editions of 

the newsletter.   Sale ads will run for three months unless notified to stop 

sooner or to continue longer. 

 

Since we have no sale adds this month-I am including two different sawbuck 

plans. They are used to support logs while cutting them with your chain saw.  

mailto:jgiem@comcast.net
mailto:jenni.elke59@gmail.com
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The first image is from an article in the June 2020 AAW magazine, page 18; 

with a sawbuck design by Bill Gray-here is the link: tiny.cc/sawbuck 

 
 

This image was submitted by our member Tom Werzyn.   
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RMWT Contact Information: 

President: Robert Franklin 

303-579-7325 

btheb66@gmail.com 
 

Vice President:  

Chris VanWoerkom 

970-218-8320 

mcvan1@gmail.com 

 

Secretary & Newsletter:  

Jenni Elke 

Mobile: 303-981-8277 

jenni.elke59@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer: Dave Amos 

970-590-3983 
daveamos1252@gmail.com 

 

Program Director:  

Tom Zanotti 

720-327-0613 

tzanotti@ez2.net 

 

Wood Bank: John Giem 

Chairman & Wood Lot Manager 

970 227-6618 mobile 

jgiem@comcast.net 

 
Wood Lot Collection: 

Chris VanWoerkom 

970-218-8320 

mcvan1@gmail.com 

 

RMWT Webmaster:  

Hoyle Curtis 

970-227-1881 

Hoyle.Curtis@gmail.com 

 

Pen-turners Group Director 

Harry R. Farmer 

Mobile: 970-218-0297 
 

RMWT Symposium: 

General Coordinator: Allen Jensen 

970 663-1868 work 

970 776-6452 mobile 

 

RMWT Symposium Program 

Coordinator and 
Vendor Coordinator:  

Cindy Drozda 

P.O. Box 19065 

Boulder, CO 80308 

303-449-7170 

cindy@cindydrozda.com 

http://cindydrozda.blogspot.com 

http://www.youtube.com/user/condyd

rozda 

Facebook business page: 

http://tinyurl.com/44prp3n 

Facebook Profile: 
http://tinyurl.com/3vy5ld5 

Twitter: http:twitter.com/cindydrozda 

 

Symposium Registration 

Coordinators: 

Jim and Pam Felton 

307-634-9103 home 

jpfelton@gmail.com 

 

10% RMWT Member Discounts 

(with some exceptions): 

Wood Emporium 

618 N Garfield Ave 
Loveland, CO  

970-667-5621 Phone 

970-667-5621 Fax 

 

Sears-Trostel Lumber & Millwork 

1500 Riverside Ave   

Ft. Collins, CO 80524 

970-482-1928 

970-482-9895 Fax 

 

 

mailto:mcvan1@gmail.com
mailto:jenni.elke59@gmail.com
mailto:daveamos1252@gmail.com
mailto:jgiem@comcast.net
mailto:mcvan1@gmail.com
mailto:Hoyle.Curtis@gmail.com
mailto:cindy@cindydrozda.com
http://cindydrozda.blogspot.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/condydrozda
http://www.youtube.com/user/condydrozda
http://tinyurl.com/44prp3n
http://tinyurl.com/3vy5ld5
mailto:jpfelton@gmail.com
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Woodcraft – Loveland 

loveland@woodcraft.com 

3718 Draft Horse Drive 

Loveland, CO 80538 

970-292-5940 Phone 

970-292-5939 Fax 

 

Rockler’s in Denver – You have to 

show your membership card. 

 

Clubs and Member’s Websites: 

Rocky Mountain Wood Turners 

www.rmwt.org 

 

AAW – American Assoc. of 
Woodturners 

www.woodturner.org 

 

Trent Bosch  

www.trentbosch.com 

 

Cindy Drozda  

www.cindydrozda.com 

http://cindydrozda.blogspot.com 

http://www.youtube.com/user/condyd

rozda 

Facebook business page: 
http://tinyurl.com/44prp3n 

Facebook Profile: 

http://tinyurl.com/3vy5ld5 

Twitter: http:twitter.com/cindydrozda  

 

John Lynch 

www.johnlynchwoodworking.com 

 

Curt Theobald 

www.curttheobald.com 

 

Don Maul 

www.bighornwoodart.com 
 

 

 

Harry R. Farmer 

harryrfarmer@q.com 

I have taken over Dan Bailey's CA 

glue business from him.  

cell (970)218-0297  

home (970) 484-5448,  

2112 Springfield Ct., Ft. Collins.   
 

 

 

 

Learn From the Best… 

The Rocky Mountain Woodturners 

Club, RMWT, is well known around the 

nation because we have some of the 

best national and internationally 

known demonstrators and best 

teachers. Basic, Intermediate, 

Advanced and Specialty turning right 
here in our own back yard:  

 

Woodcraft has classes for beginners in 

woodworking, shop safety, intro to 

the machines, bowl turning, pen and 

pencil turning, hollow forms, 

Christmas tree ornaments, tool 

sharpening, etc.  Please check out the 

classes being offered at web page: 

www.woodcraft.com/stores/storeaspx

?id=56 

 

Doug Schneiter is scheduled to 
teach several woodturning classes at 

Woodcraft - Loveland in 2021.  See 

Woodcraft class schedules.  Doug also 

teaches specialized one on one 

classes at his Loveland studio. Contact 

at dougschneiter@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:loveland@woodcraft.com
http://www.rmwt.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.trentbosch.com/
http://www.cindydrozda.com/
http://cindydrozda.blogspot.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/condydrozda
http://www.youtube.com/user/condydrozda
http://tinyurl.com/44prp3n
http://tinyurl.com/3vy5ld5
http://www.johnlynchwoodworking.com/
http://www.curttheobald.com/
http://www.bighornwoodart.com/
mailto:harryrfarmer@q.com
mailto:dougschneiter@gmail.com
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Trent Bosch Woodturning 

Workshops: 

Trent Bosch Woodturning Workshops 

are held in Trent's personal studio 

north of Fort Collins and are 

scheduled throughout the year. There 

is a maximum of 4 students in each 
class, which allows for plenty of 

individualized instruction.  Trent's 

studio is equipped with the highest 

quality equipment for your use.  For 

more information 

visit trentbosch.com or 

 trentboschtools.com or email Trent 

at trent@trentbosch.com  

 

John Giem, Woodturner 

Custom woodworking and Individual 

or small group woodworking 
instruction tailored  

to the needs of the student. Offering 

both woodworking on the lathe and 

combined with regular power tools. 

Classes are held in John's Fort Collins 

studio which is equipped with a 

complete set of woodworking tools. 

Contact John at 

jgiem@comcast.net 

(970)-227-6618, cell 

http://trentbosch.com/
http://trentboschtools.com/
mailto:trent@trentbosch.com
mailto:jgiem@comcast.net

