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November 3rd Demonstration-the last one this year! 
  

Building and Turning a Stave-constructed Shallow Bowl 
Stave-constructed shallow bowls provide an excellent opportunity to 

highlight highly figured wood and dramatic grain patterns.  However, shallow 
bowls present some unique challenges in both assembly and turning.  In this 

demonstration Dan Swaim will provide methods to efficiently and safely cut 
staves for optimum grain display and efficient use of costly exotic woods.  

After constructing a blank form that “runs true” a novel method for 
mounting the blank will be used to then turn the bowl and install a foot.  

Tips on how to handle the difficult grain orientation will be shown and 
discussed. 

Dan Swaim is a local member of the Rocky Mountain Woodturners.  He 
started turning in 2014, joining the RMWT and AAW the same year.  Prior to 

taking up wood turning he extensively built furniture in a variety of styles 
with a focus on Mission style reproductions. Dan‟s focus is “constructed “ 

forms such as segmented turning and stave-constructed bowls, urns and 
vases.  Dan has won several awards in local woodworking shows, been 

featured as a “Turning of the Week” on the AAW newsletter and recently 

http://www.rmwt.org/
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authored an article for the American Woodturner Journal of the AAW (June 

2022). 
Dan retired from the Nuclear Industry in 2008.  A degree in Mechanical 

Engineering likely explains his urge to build complicated forms and various 
jigs.  Dan lives in Fort Collins, CO 

 

 

 

Club Holidays Xmas Party Details 
The club holiday party is booked for Thursday evening 6PM on 
December 8th (our usual meeting time) at Nordy’s.  In our traditional 

celebration we will be having an auction with the proceeds going to the EOG 
fund.  Please consider turning one or several items to donate to this auction 

and consider purchasing several at the event for gifts for your friends and 
family!  A separate email was sent out to all members to RSVP for attending. 

 

Pen Turners Update 
Harry Farmer will be doing a 2 part demonstration on how he makes 
segmented pens.  He will be showing this technique starting at our meeting 

on Oct. 20th and continuing on November 17th.   Patrick will be doing the 
demo in January as there will be no December meeting due to the holidays. 
 

Board of Directors October 25th, Zoom Meeting 
President- We will be sending out an email for all members to vote on 4 
choices for a club logo.  We will be making the announcement at the 

Christmas party and in the December newsletter of the winner! 

 

Vice President- We currently have 126 members, almost to our 2020 all 
time high of 127 people! 

 
Treasurer-Balances:  Checking $5299.64, EOG $2483, Savings $4848.83 

 

Secretary- We want to publish agenda format for our meeting so both the 
Zoom participants & those attending in person are aware of the sequence.  

We will be starting promptly at 6 so please plan to arrive accordingly. 
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6:00 PM  Meeting commences with discussion of business topics 

and committee updates 
 Followed by wood raffle  

 Followed by gallery commentary and  
Followed by intermission  

Followed by introduction of demonstrator 
7:00 PM  Demonstration begins 

8:30 PM Demonstration ends & room clean up begins 
9:00 PM  Clean up completes and Woodcraft closes 

 

Charitable Works Wig stand Project Update by Joe 

Lesko 
We  have produced ~ 255 wig stands that have been donated to the 
American Cancer Society, the Oncology departments at the University of 

Colorado hospitals in Fort Collins, Loveland and Greeley along with Cancer 

support organizations including Hana‟s Hope, a 501 (C) (3) non-profit that 
provides custom fitted wigs, wig/head accessories and skin care services to 

qualified individuals.  Most of the wig stands we produced have been 
donated to the American Cancer Society.  6 – 9 months ago, they had 115 

stands in their inventory and now they are down to 15.  To the best of my 
knowledge, the Oncology departments at our local hospitals are out of stock 

on the wig stands we produced.   
Unfortunately, people are still getting cancer and undergoing chemotherapy 

treatments so the demand for our wig stands is still strong.  I would like to 
kick this project off again so we can continue to support those in need of our 

stands.  We brought this up at this month‟s Pen Turning Club meeting and 
received a positive response.  Our president, Robert Franklin suggested we 

get together at a member‟s shop, bring our small lathes and have a fun 
day/weekend of turning these wig stands.  Would any of members be willing 

to host this type of event?  We can discuss at our November meeting.  Of 

course, we would also like to see our members make the wig stands in their 
shops and bring them to the upcoming meetings or contact Joe Lesko at 

(319) 538-1819 or at joe.lesko7@gmail.com to arrange pickup of the 
stands.  These stands can be made from any wood of your choosing and 

regular construction grade works great, particularly those that get painted.  
Example plans for the wig stands can be found on pages 9-11 in this 2019 

club newsletter.  
http://rmwt.org/newsletters/2019-newsletters/rmwt2019-09.pdf 

This plan is not cast in concrete, feel free modify it to fit your creativity.  
These stands can be ready for a finish, be hand painted, stained or other 

decorative method and completed stands need to have a protective coating 
such as polyurethane (water base preferred) or a clear rattle can finish 

applied.   
We look forward to resuming this project and we have received some great 

publicity including an article in the AAW newsletter activities and many 

http://rmwt.org/newsletters/2019-newsletters/rmwt2019-09.pdf
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thanks from the organizations and individuals who have received our wig 

stands. 

Instant Gallery 

 

 

 

October Social Hour 
Due to conflict with the Thanksgiving holiday we won‟t have a November 

Social Hour.  The December 29th get together will feature a challenge of 
Xmas decorations and ornaments.  There were several pumpkins and spooky 

wormy candleholders and bowls displayed in our October Zoom meeting. 
 

Managing your cut wood-Part 1 in a series 
Wood Moisture Content by John I. Giem  

 
What is wood moisture content and as woodturners why do we care? 

All wood contains some moisture. When a tree is harvested, it will contain a 
large amount of water within its cells. Over time, the moisture will diffuse 

out into the surrounding environment. As the water escapes, the wood cells 
will shrink. The shrinkage along the grain will be less than across the grain. 

When in log form, across the grain corresponds to the path around the 
circumference. So, while in its log form, the outer circumference will try to 
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decrease faster than the interior causing stresses which will usually cause 

cracks to develop. These cracks will be radial, that is following a path from 
the center of the log outward. 

When talking about Moisture Content, we are talking about the amount of 
water currently in the wood compared to that when the wood is completely 

dry. In a lab environment, to measure the moisture content, the sample is 
weighed, and then it is placed in a controlled oven and baked until it is dry. 

It is then weighed again determining its dry weight. The difference in 
weights gives the amount of water that was in the wood at the start. The 

percent moisture content is then calculated by dividing the water weight by 
the dry wood weight and expressed as a percentage. But as woodworkers 

we can‟t carry around an oven and scales and take the time to go through 
that mess. The solution is to use a modern device called a moisture meter. 

They come in two types: a pin type and a pin less type. The pin type uses 
two pins that are pushed into the wood such that the pins are along the 

wood grain. An electrical signal is applied between the pins to measure the 

resistance and the relative moisture content is calculated and displayed. The 
pin less meter is placed on the surface of the wood aligned with the wood 

grain, an electrical signal is applied to two plates and the interaction with the 
wood is measured. The response is then used to calculate the relative 

moisture content. For both types of meters, the readings represent the wood 
at the measured spot with a relatively shallow depth. The user should make 

measurements at several locations on each exposed surface. Note, most 
woodturners do not need a moisture meter but now you know what they are 

talking about. 
As woodturners, if we want to turn an object that is relatively big and 

without cracks, then we need to start with wood that still has a lot of 
moisture in it. These wood blanks, like those from the RMWT Wood Bank, 

will still contain a lot of moisture. When we get these blanks, we must 
protect them from drying out and cracking until we are ready to put them on 

the lathe. 

There are several ways to protect them until usage; put the blanks in a 
plastic bag and twist it shut, coat the blank with end grain sealer, coat the 

surfaces with paint (oil based or latex), seal it in a tight container, etc. Note 
that these guidelines are NOT telling us to season the wood and dry it out 

before using. We usually want it to be as wet as possible to prevent it from 
cracking. I have turned some large bowls that had so much sap in them that 

it sprayed out while turning and soaked my shirt. 
When turning a bowl, there are two methods or styles that are commonly 

used. The most common is referred to as „twice turned‟. For this case the 
guideline is to rough turn the bowl to shape leaving the wall thickness about 

ten percent of the bowl‟s diameter. The bowl is then subjected to a drying 
process. 

You again must take precautions to avoid cracking. The idea is that you have 
turned the wall thickness thin enough that it will distort or warp while it is 
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drying, i.e., the stresses created while the wood is drying are allowed to 

move the wood instead of cracking it.  
After the wood is dry, the bowl is re-mounted on the lathe, and it is then 

turned to its final shape. The rough turned wall thickness is thin enough to 
distort without cracking yet thick enough that when turned the second time 

it results in a round shape. 
The other method of bowl turning, single turned, is to turn the wall thickness 

to its final thin cross section and shape. The thin walls allow the wood to 
bend to relieve the stresses as the wood dries. This results in oval shaped 

vessels. With some woods, their wood characteristics are such that they will 
crack if the wall thickness is large enough to allow twice turning. 

For both single turned and twice turned bowls, it is important to make the 
wall thickness uniform from top to bottom to keep any stresses developed 

uniform. This helps minimize cracking but is not a guarantee. 
There are a lot of ways to accomplish the controlled drying, too many to list 

here. To measure your drying progress, you can weigh your blank before 

starting to dry it and periodically reweigh it over time. When the weight 
stops decreasing, the blank has stabilized with its environment. 

For the bowls I turn, I put them in a paper bag or cardboard box along with 
wet shavings and seal it up. The moisture will slowly diffuse through the 

walls of the container. When I open the container six to nine months later, I 
observe that the bowls have warped, and I know that they are dry. I seldom 

actually measure the moisture content of the wood before, during or after 
the drying process. The fruit woods (apple, pear, apricot, etc.) are difficult to 

dry without cracking and require special handling. 
Hopefully, this article helps you to better understand what wood moisture is 

and why it is important. If you want more information or need help then 
contact one of the RMWT mentors, 

Wood Bank Chain Saw Class & Clean Up Day 10/1 
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Items For Sale:  If you have any wood shop or woodturning tools 

and/or equipment for sale and would like an ad posted, please send your 
information to Jenni Elke, jenni.elke59@gmail.com   to get that information in 

the upcoming editions of the newsletter.   Sale ads will run for three months 
unless notified to stop sooner or to continue longer. 

 

Jet 13” Planer / Molder, Like new.Retail Price New $1,699For Sale $800 

 

mailto:jenni.elke59@gmail.com
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Vicmarc VL150 12” Lathe with Stand like new!  

Retail Price New  $3,200 + Stand $500 = $3,700  For Sale $2,500 

 
 

Oneida Cyclone Separator  Retail Price New  $300  For Sale $150 

 

Contact:  Raleigh Lockhart for details.     raleighlockhart@outlook.com 
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CLUB MENTORS 
 

Definition:  Members volunteers that will share advise and/or 
instruct in specific areas of their expertise.  They desire to help 

turners overcome challenges and provide hands-on guidance in 
techniques.   

 
Mentor Areas of Expertise Preferred Contact info  

   Doug 
Schneiter Hollow Forms & General Turning 

Tool Sharpening 

970-308-7164 or 
dougschneiter@gmail.com 

   

Tom Wirsing 
Platters / 2 step turning process & Tool 

steels and grinders tom@thomaswirsing.com 

   

Harry Farmer Pens 
970-218-0297 or 

harryrfarmer@q.com 

   

  Dan Swaim Segmented Turning 
970-689-4071 

danjswaim@aol.com 

   

John Giem 
Photography / Woodbank & cutting blanks / 

General turning 
970-227-6618 or 

jgiem@comcast.net 

   

Dave Landers 
Bowls / Hollow forms /Chainsaw operation 

/Computer video 
303-506-8341 or 

dave@dlwoodturning.com 

   

Bob Franklin 
Stabilizing / Casting / General turning / 

turning & polishing plastics 
303-579-7325 or 

btheb66@gmail.com 

   Clarence 
Sitzman Pens 

970-980-8403 or 
seesitzman@aol.com 

     

 

 

 

mailto:dougschneiter@gmail.com
mailto:tom@thomaswirsing.com
mailto:harryrfarmer@q.com
mailto:danjswaim@aol.com
mailto:jgiem@comcast.net
mailto:dave@dlwoodturning.com
mailto:btheb66@gmail.com
mailto:seesitzman@aol.com
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RMWT Contact Information: 

President:      

Robert Franklin 

303-579-7325 

btheb66@gmail.com 

 
Vice President:  

Leanne Stember 
303-217-0894 

leanne.stember@gmail.com 
 

Secretary & Newsletter:  
Jenni Elke 

303-981-8277 
jenni.elke59@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer: 

Chris VanWoerkom 

970-218-8320 
mcvan1@gmail.com 

 
Program Director:  

Raleigh Lockhart 
801-673-0228 

raleighlockhart@outlook.com 
 

Wood Bank Chairperson and BOD 
Member at Large:  

John Giem 
970 227-6618 mobile 

jgiem@comcast.net 
 

Wood Lot Collection: 

Chris VanWoerkom 
970-218-8320 

mcvan1@gmail.com 

 

RMWT Webmaster:  
Hoyle Curtis 

970-227-1881 
Hoyle.Curtis@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Pen-turners Group Director 
Harry R. Farmer 

Mobile: 970-218-0297 
harryrfarmer@q.com 

 
IT Chairperson: 

Dave Landers 

dave@dlwoodturning.com 

 

Librarian: 

Terry Leahy 
970-222-7230 

jeeptigger@yahoo.com 
 

Educational Opportunity Grant 
Chairperson: 

Clarence Seesitzman 
970-980-8403 

seesitzman@aol.com 
 

RMWT Symposium Chairperson: 
Allen Jensen 

970 663-1868 work 
970 776-6452 mobile 

rajconst@aol.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

leanne.stember@gmail.com
mailto:jenni.elke59@gmail.com
mailto:mcvan1@gmail.com
raleighlockhart@outlook.com
mailto:jgiem@comcast.net
mailto:mcvan1@gmail.com
mailto:Hoyle.Curtis@gmail.com
mailto:harryrfarmer@q.com
mailto:dave@dlwoodturning.com
mailto:jeeptigger@yahoo.com
mailto:seesitzman@aol.com
rajconst@aol.com
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10% RMWT Member Discounts (with 

some exceptions): 
Wood Emporium 

618 N Garfield Ave 
Loveland, CO  

970-667-5621 Phone 
970-667-5621 Fax 

 
Sears-Trostel Lumber & Millwork 

1500 Riverside Ave   

Ft. Collins, CO 80524 
970-482-1928 

970-482-9895 Fax 

 

Woodcraft – Loveland 

loveland@woodcraft.com 

3718 Draft Horse Drive 

Loveland, CO 80538 

970-292-5940 Phone 

970-292-5939 Fax 

 
Rockler’s in Denver – You have to 

show your membership card. 

 
Clubs and Member’s Websites: 

Rocky Mountain Wood Turners 
www.rmwt.org 

 
AAW – American Assoc. of 

Woodturners 
www.woodturner.org 

 
Trent Bosch  

www.trentbosch.com 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
John Lynch 

www.johnlynchwoodworking.com 
 

Don Maul 
www.bighornwoodart.com 

 
Harry R. Farmer 

harryrfarmer@q.com 
I have taken over Dan Bailey's CA glue 

business from him.  
cell (970)218-0297  

2112 Springfield Ct., Ft. Collins.   
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:loveland@woodcraft.com
http://www.rmwt.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.trentbosch.com/
http://www.johnlynchwoodworking.com/
http://www.bighornwoodart.com/
mailto:harryrfarmer@q.com
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Learn From the Best… 

The Rocky Mountain Woodturners Club, 
RMWT, is well known around the nation 

because we have some of the best 
national and internationally known 

demonstrators and best teachers. Basic, 
Intermediate, Advanced and Specialty 

turning right here in our own back yard:  
 

Woodcraft has classes for beginners in 
woodworking, shop safety, intro to the 

machines, bowl turning, pen and pencil 
turning, hollow forms, Christmas tree 

ornaments, tool sharpening, etc.  Please 
check out the classes being offered at 

web page: 

www.woodcraft.com/stores/storeaspx?id
=56 

 
Doug Schneiter is scheduled to teach 

several woodturning classes at Woodcraft 
- Loveland in 2021.  See Woodcraft class 

schedules.  Doug also teaches specialized 
one on one classes at his Loveland 

studio. Contact at 
dougschneiter@gmail.com 

 
 

Trent Bosch Woodturning 
Workshops: 

Trent Bosch Woodturning Workshops are 

held in Trent's personal studio north of 
Fort Collins and are scheduled 

throughout the year. There is a 
maximum of 4 students in each class, 

which allows for plenty of individualized 
instruction.  Trent's studio is equipped 

with the highest quality equipment for 
your use.  For more information 

visit trentbosch.com or 
 trentboschtools.com or email Trent 

at trent@trentbosch.com  
 

 
 

 

 

John Giem, Woodturner 
Custom woodworking and Individual or 

small group woodworking instruction 
tailored  

to the needs of the student. Offering 
both woodworking on the lathe and 

combined with regular power tools. 
Classes are held in John's Fort Collins 

studio which is equipped with a complete 
set of woodworking tools. Contact John 

at 
jgiem@comcast.net 

(970)-227-6618, cell 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:dougschneiter@gmail.com
http://trentbosch.com/
http://trentboschtools.com/
mailto:trent@trentbosch.com
mailto:jgiem@comcast.net

