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Club Holidays Xmas Party Details 
The club holiday party is booked for Thursday evening 6PM on 

December 8th (our usual meeting time) at Nordy’s.  In our traditional 
celebration we will be having an auction with the proceeds going to the EOG 

fund.  Please consider turning one or several items to donate to this auction 
and consider purchasing several at the event for gifts for your friends and 

family!  A separate email was sent out to all members to RSVP for attending. 
The new club logo will be revealed at the meeting! 

 

Pen Turners Update 
Harry Farmer will be the second part of his demonstration on how he makes 

segmented pens in January.  The November meeting was cancelled due to 

the snow storm.  Here is a photo of Harry’s gig and the segmented pens that 
we are covering in his demonstration 
 

 

 

http://www.rmwt.org/
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Board of Directors November 22 Zoom Meeting 

 
President- The board voted to keep the dues the same for 2023. We are 

discussing the goals we would like to set for 2023.  As our club grows, we 
need more members to volunteer for new positions to help us achieve them. 

 
Vice President- We currently have 128 members which are the largest on 

record.  Starting in January will be using name badges and there will be 
color coded ribbons to help identifying mentors, board members, 

chairpersons, lifetime members and visitors.  Also in January, we will be 
sending out email welcome packets each month that detail our club benefits 

and info on key contacts.   
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Treasurer-Balances:  Checking $4992.67, EOG $216, Savings $4848.89 

 
Secretary- Some of the new roles we are looking for help with include: 

 
-a class coordinator to help us set up classes  

 
-a Sales/Show Lead that would investigate venues where club members 

could sell items or hold small demonstrations of pens or tops to educate 
other on turning 

 
-an Outreach Coordinator who would contact smaller Colorado clubs to see if 

they want to join our club and watch our Zoom demonstrations 
 

-a Zoom Meeting Moderator who would lead discussions during the wood 
raffle and break times (this likely could be several folks who rotate the task). 

 

Instant Gallery 
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November Social Hour 
Due to conflict with the Thanksgiving holiday we won’t have a November 

Social Hour.  The December 29th get together will feature a challenge of 
Xmas decorations and ornaments.  There were several pumpkins and spooky 

wormy candleholders and bowls displayed in our October Zoom meeting. 
 

Drying your Woodturning-Part 2 in a series by John 

Giem 
Now that I have a successful woodturning, how do I keep it from cracking 

while it dries?  As was indicated in the article on Wood Moisture, as the wood 
dries out it will shrink and try to move. If we control the drying, then we can 

minimize the risk of cracks while allowing the wood to move or distort. There 
are quite a few methods for drying your turnings, some more successful 

than others. In this article, several methods will be outlined that I have 
successfully used. And then there are others that I have heard about which I 

will mention. I will let you research them if you desire. 
Most spindle turnings are relatively thin compared to bowls and hollow 

forms. They usually use dryer wood and are easier to control. I will 
concentrate on techniques used for bowls which can easily be adapted to 

hollow forms.   

When turning your bowl, it is desirable to keep your wall thickness uniform 
from the top to the bottom. Avoid sharp corners and details since they will 

cause stress concentrations. As the wood dries, it will move or distort rather 
than cracking. For double-turned bowls, the wall thickness is usually ten 

percent of the bowl diameter. For example, for a bowl ten inches in 
diameter, make the walls about one inch in thickness. After the bowl has 

dried, you will remount it on the lathe and turn it to the final thickness. 
The extra wall thickness, if everything goes right, will compensate for the 

warpage allowing the final shape of the bowl to be round. Also, additional 
features can be incorporated without the fear of stress cracking. 

When turning your bowl, you will start with the outside leaving the inside till 
later. Typically, you are removing the wood before it has a chance to dry out 

and crack. But when you start turning the inside of the bowl or hollow form, 
things change. That outside wood will be exposed to moving air causing it to 
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start drying. You may want to protect those surfaces while you turn the 

inside of your bowl or hollow form. Protection from cracking may be a spray 
bottle of water or maybe wrapping with plastic wrap.  

Another concern is the protection of your wood if you take a break for lunch 
or overnight. For these cases, an easy solution is to enclose the turning with 

a plastic bag which can be secured with rubber bands. 
When taking a break or even when finished, be sure to protect the metal 

surfaces of the lathe and chucks from rusting due to the wood moisture. 
Okay, we have the turning ready for drying and it does not have any cracks. 

  
How do we dry it and minimize cracking? 

The migration of the moisture from the interior of the wood out to the 
environment depends on several factors, the temperature of the wood, air 

temperature, the humidity of the air, and the air movement. Cardboard box 
or paper bag – This is the method I use most of the time. Use a large paper 

bag or a cardboard box start by placing wet shaving in the bottom. The 

shavings from the item just turned is a good source. They must be damp, if 
in doubt use a water spray bottle. Place the turning(s) on the shavings and 

add more shavings until full. Make sure there are shavings completely 
around the turning(s); do not allow them to contact the sides. If in doubt 

about the moisture in the shavings, use the water spray bottle. Be careful 
and don’t get the sides of the bag too wet or it will tear. Fold the top of 

the bag shut and staple it to keep it closed. The cardboard box should be 
folded shut and secured with tape to keep it closed. Clearly mark the outside 

of the container with the contents and date. Example: 10-inch walnut bowl, 
rough turned, January 6, 2022. After marking, put it in a safe place and 

forget about it for a while. Here in Colorado, stored in an unheated storage 
building, it will be dry in six to nine months. 

When you open the container after waiting, how will you know if it is dry? I 
look to see if the bowl has warped and does it feel dry. Sometimes on the 

smaller bowls, I will measure the diameter across the top along the direction 

of the grain and across the grain. This will be a good indication of warpage. 
 

Drying with a Microwave Oven – When I need something quicker, then I 
will use a microwave oven to speed up the drying process. By heating up the 

wood, the water will be more mobile and exit the wood faster. But it if 
comes out too fast, the wood will crack. If you get the wood too hot it will 

char or catch fire. You must be patient and careful. If you use the microwave 
in your kitchen, the cook in your house may not like the residual aromas. 

In my shop I have a regular microwave oven with a functional rotating 
turntable. Remember that by rotating your food helps to evenly cook your 

food. The same goes for heating your turnings during the drying process. In 
addition, I have a set of electronic postal scales with a resolution around 0.2 

ounces. This resolution is needed to be able to observe the change in weight 
due to moisture loss. Before I put the turning into the microwave, I weigh it. 

I record the date, time and weight of the item. I place the turning in a 
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plastic bag and loosely twist it shut. The bag is then placed on the turntable 

with the loose end under the wood turning. The oven is run for about three 
minutes after which I open the oven and turn the bag with contents over, 

again placing the loose opening under it. Then run the oven for about 
three more minutes and take it out and let it set on the workbench to cool. 

Keep the opening of the bag closed while it cools down. While in the oven, 
looking through the window in the door, the bag will expand like a balloon 

due to the water expanding within it. I let the bag with the turning set and 
cool down while I do something else. When I come back, I see that the bag 

has condensed water on the inside surfaces. I take the turning out of the 
bag and dry it off and set it aside. Turn the bag inside out putting the wet 

surface on the outside. At arms’ length, shake the bag to dislodge the water. 
Set the bag aside. Now weigh the woodturning, recording the time and 

weight. Replace the bag inside the bag and repeat the heating, cooling, and 
weighing cycle until the weight is reduced and stable. At any time, if the 

wood is uncomfortably hot, allow it to cool down a bit and adjust the timing 

accordingly. We do not want to char or burn the wood. Also, if the moisture 
is removed too rapidly, we risk drying the outside too fast compared to the 

interior resulting is stresses that may cause cracking. 
The objective is to remove the moisture without overstressing the wood, i.e. 

the outside dries too fast compared to the interior. Past experience has 
shown that quite a bit of water is removed before any measurable warpage 

occurs. When the weight stops decreasing the wood has been dried. Let the 
turning set out in the open for a day or two to let the wood stabilize to the 

ambient conditions. I have observed the wood to gain a bit of weight during 
this acclimation. After this stabilization, the bowl is ready for the second 

turning and then applying a finish. 
 

Other Methods - Other methods of drying the turning include; apply end 
grain sealer with air drying, submerse and soak in alcohol then air drying, 

drying in a vacuum chamber, and drying in a humidity controlled chamber. 

 
Humidity Chamber Drying – When a large number of bowls, a hundred or 

more, are to be dried, a specialized humidity chamber can be utilized. A 
large chamber, maybe four feet square and eight feet long, it is constructed 

with shelving to hold carefully stacked bowls. A fan is then used to circulate 
the air in a closed loop so that it is circulated through a programmable 

humidifier. The air may also be heated. At the start of the drying cycle, the 
humidity is set at a high level. The amount of water removed from 

the air is carefully monitored. Over time, the humidity is gradually lowered 
until it reaches the desired level and the bowls have been adequately dried. 

There have been some woodturners that constructed smaller drying 
chambers in their shops by using an old refrigerator or freezer. The insulated 

cabinet allows control of the temperature within it. It is equipped with a 
small fan, a thermostat, a light bulb for a heater, and a humidity monitor. It 

probably had some controlled ventilation to the exterior. By carefully 
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controlling the temperature and the ventilation, the moisture can be 

carefully removed from the wood. 
  
Items For Sale:  If you have any wood shop or woodturning tools 

and/or equipment for sale and would like an ad posted, please send your 

information to Jenni Elke, jenni.elke59@gmail.com   to get that information in 
the upcoming editions of the newsletter.   Sale ads will run for three months 

unless notified to stop sooner or to continue longer. 
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CLUB MENTORS 
 

Definition:  Members volunteers that will share advise and/or 
instruct in specific areas of their expertise.  They desire to help 

turners overcome challenges and provide hands-on guidance in 
techniques.   

 
Mentor Areas of Expertise Preferred Contact info  

   Doug 
Schneiter Hollow Forms & General Turning 

Tool Sharpening 

970-308-7164 or 
dougschneiter@gmail.com 

   

Tom Wirsing 
Platters / 2 step turning process & Tool steels 

and grinders tom@thomaswirsing.com 

   Harry 
Farmer Pens 

970-218-0297 or 
harryrfarmer@q.com 

   

  Dan Swaim Segmented Turning 
970-689-4071 

danjswaim@aol.com 

   

John Giem 
Photography / Woodbank & cutting blanks/ 

General turning/ Chucking/ Vacuum Systems 
970-227-6618 or 

jgiem@comcast.net 

   Dave 
Landers 

Bowls / Hollow forms /Chainsaw operation 
/Computer video 

303-506-8341 or 
dave@dlwoodturning.com 

   

Bob Franklin 
Stabilizing / Casting / General turning / turning 

& polishing plastics 
303-579-7325 or 

btheb66@gmail.com 

   Clarence 
Sitzman Pens 

970-980-8403 or 
seesitzman@aol.com 

     

 

 

 

mailto:dougschneiter@gmail.com
mailto:tom@thomaswirsing.com
mailto:harryrfarmer@q.com
mailto:danjswaim@aol.com
mailto:jgiem@comcast.net
mailto:dave@dlwoodturning.com
mailto:btheb66@gmail.com
mailto:seesitzman@aol.com
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RMWT Contact Information: 

President:      

Robert Franklin 

303-579-7325 

btheb66@gmail.com 

 
Vice President:  

Leanne Stember 
303-217-0894 

leanne.stember@gmail.com 
 

Secretary & Newsletter:  
Jenni Elke 

303-981-8277 
jenni.elke59@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer: 

Chris VanWoerkom 

970-218-8320 
mcvan1@gmail.com 

 
Program Director:  

Raleigh Lockhart 
801-673-0228 

raleighlockhart@outlook.com 
 

Wood Bank Chairperson and BOD 
Member at Large:  

John Giem 
970 227-6618 mobile 

jgiem@comcast.net 
 

Wood Lot Collection: 

Chris VanWoerkom 
970-218-8320 

mcvan1@gmail.com 

 

RMWT Webmaster:  
Hoyle Curtis 

970-227-1881 
Hoyle.Curtis@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Pen-turners Group Director 
Harry R. Farmer 

Mobile: 970-218-0297 
harryrfarmer@q.com 

 
IT Chairperson: 

Dave Landers 

dave@dlwoodturning.com 

 

Librarian: 

Terry Leahy 
970-222-7230 

jeeptigger@yahoo.com 
 

Educational Opportunity Grant 
Chairperson: 

Clarence Seesitzman 
970-980-8403 

seesitzman@aol.com 
 

RMWT Symposium Chairperson: 
Allen Jensen 

970 663-1868 work 
970 776-6452 mobile 

rajconst@aol.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

leanne.stember@gmail.com
mailto:jenni.elke59@gmail.com
mailto:mcvan1@gmail.com
raleighlockhart@outlook.com
mailto:jgiem@comcast.net
mailto:mcvan1@gmail.com
mailto:Hoyle.Curtis@gmail.com
mailto:harryrfarmer@q.com
mailto:dave@dlwoodturning.com
mailto:jeeptigger@yahoo.com
mailto:seesitzman@aol.com
rajconst@aol.com


10 
     

10% RMWT Member Discounts (with 

some exceptions): 
Wood Emporium 

618 N Garfield Ave 
Loveland, CO  

970-667-5621 Phone 
970-667-5621 Fax 

 
Sears-Trostel Lumber & Millwork 

1500 Riverside Ave   

Ft. Collins, CO 80524 
970-482-1928 

970-482-9895 Fax 

 

Woodcraft – Loveland 

loveland@woodcraft.com 

3718 Draft Horse Drive 

Loveland, CO 80538 

970-292-5940 Phone 

970-292-5939 Fax 

 
Rockler’s in Denver – You have to 

show your membership card. 

 
Clubs and Member’s Websites: 

Rocky Mountain Wood Turners 
www.rmwt.org 

 
AAW – American Assoc. of 

Woodturners 
www.woodturner.org 

 
Trent Bosch  

www.trentbosch.com 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
John Lynch 

www.johnlynchwoodworking.com 
 

Don Maul 
www.bighornwoodart.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:loveland@woodcraft.com
http://www.rmwt.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.trentbosch.com/
http://www.johnlynchwoodworking.com/
http://www.bighornwoodart.com/
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Learn From the Best… 

The Rocky Mountain Woodturners Club, 
RMWT, is well known around the nation 

because we have some of the best 
national and internationally known 

demonstrators and best teachers. Basic, 
Intermediate, Advanced and Specialty 

turning right here in our own back yard:  
 

Woodcraft has classes for beginners in 
woodworking, shop safety, intro to the 

machines, bowl turning, pen and pencil 
turning, hollow forms, Christmas tree 

ornaments, tool sharpening, etc.  Please 
check out the classes being offered at 

web page: 

www.woodcraft.com/stores/storeaspx?id
=56 

 
Doug Schneiter is scheduled to teach 

several woodturning classes at Woodcraft 
- Loveland in 2021.  See Woodcraft class 

schedules.  Doug also teaches specialized 
one on one classes at his Loveland 

studio. Contact at 
dougschneiter@gmail.com 

 
 

Trent Bosch Woodturning 
Workshops: 

Trent Bosch Woodturning Workshops are 

held in Trent's personal studio north of 
Fort Collins and are scheduled 

throughout the year. There is a 
maximum of 4 students in each class, 

which allows for plenty of individualized 
instruction.  Trent's studio is equipped 

with the highest quality equipment for 
your use.  For more information 

visit trentbosch.com or 
 trentboschtools.com or email Trent 

at trent@trentbosch.com  
 

 
 

 

 

John Giem, Woodturner 
Custom woodworking and Individual or 

small group woodworking instruction 
tailored  

to the needs of the student. Offering 
both woodworking on the lathe and 

combined with regular power tools. 
Classes are held in John's Fort Collins 

studio which is equipped with a complete 
set of woodworking tools. Contact John 

at 
jgiem@comcast.net 

(970)-227-6618, cell 
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